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The trades union councils 2013 to 2014 programme of work calls upon trade 
unionists to challenge fascists and the far right at the ballot box, stop the EDL’s 
ability to organise street mobilisations through mass counter protests and 

ensure migrants’ rights are respected in the workplace and society 


Moving forward: identifying 


and resisting the enemies of 
democracy in 2014 


A free Searchlight conference this autumn 


SEARCHLIGHT MAGAZINE and Trade 
Union Friends of Searchlight invite you to a 
free one-day conference on 16 November 
2013 in London. 

In the run-up to our 50th anniversary, 
Searchlight will bring together many strands 
in the fight against fascism and racism as 
the enemy grows in influence and violence. 

The conference will further develop the 
tried and tested strategy of our first 50 
years: infiltrating the ranks of the enemy, analysing 
what we uncover there and using the results to support 
everyone engaged in resisting fascism. We have no 
desire to lead or form any antifascist organisation. 

Today even with membership below 5,000, the 
British National Party grows in strength through its 
international networking. And as we warned over two 
years ago the English Defence League, led in the 
streets by political nobodies, is run behind the scenes 
by an international group of former Monday Club 
members with City links. The anti-fascist movement 
rightly met the EDL head on in our communities and 
helped to fragment them, but must now continue the 
fight against the even more violent and dangerous 
splinter groups that have emerged. 

Searchlight is tracking the various hardline 
Nazi/fascist and racist groups have sprung from the 
disintegrating BNP. We also believe the revival of the 
ultra-Tory outfits that have their roots in the 1970s is a 
cause for concern as they have money, political 
influence and links with leading Nazis and race haters. 


BNP members demonstrate in Westminster. Next year voters have the chance to oust Nick Griffin (in purple tie) from the European Parliament Photo: Daphne Liddle 


The rise of UKIP has been met by dithering 
over recognition of its true nature. UKIP is 
not just anti-EU or “a bit xenophobic”, it is 
racist to the core and anti-working class. 
The conference will address all these 
issues with the purpose of taking the 
antifascist movement forward, through the 
involvement of trade unionists, political 
activists, community organisers, faith 
groups, academics, student leaders, media 
workers and many more. 
There will be four panels of speakers with plenty of 
time after each one for questions and points of view 
from the floor. The panel themes will be: 
¢ The role of the trade unions in resisting fascism 
and racism 

¢ No Platform: the cornerstone of our ethical and 
political history 

¢ Education in the front line of defence of our young 
people 

e Building a stronger non-sectarian front of mutual 
support and respect, and safeguarding it from state 
and fascist infiltration. 

The conference will take place at the Bishopsgate 
Institute Conference Centre, London EC2M 4QH. 
Registration at 9am, meeting ends at 5pm. 

Please register your interest as soon as possible by 
going to www.searchlightmagazine.com, emailing 


editors@searchlightmagazine.com, phoning 020 8550 
1805 or writing to Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford 
IG5 ONG. 
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Editorial 


Always ready in the fight 
against fascism and racism 


By Gerry Gable 


| WAS GOING TO head this editorial “You 
read it here first” until | realised we had used 
that headline many times in the past. This 
year has been no exception in our work of 
successfully exposing, disrupting and curbing 
the activities of the fascist enemies of 
democracy. 

Most recently Searchlight's investigation 
and exposure of the Traditional Britain Group 
over the past 18 months put us ahead of 
almost all the rest of the media when Jacob 
Rees-Mogg's presence as guest speaker at the 
group's annual dinner in May found a wider 
audience. We had of course already reported 
it in our June-July issue. We were interviewed 
on BBC Newsnight and quoted in The Times 
and other national newspapers as well as on 
anti-fascist blogs. 

When the UKIP MEP Godfrey Bloom made 
his racist outburst about “Bongo Bongo Land" 
some papers recalled that the Tory Minister 
Alan Clark had used the same phrase back in 
1985. Clark was the man who once said to a 
reporter, | suppose you could say | ama 
national socialist. It was Searchlight, assisted 
by a mole in Clark's office, that exclusively 
exposed his words in our February 1985 issue. 

We were again ahead of the international 
press on 3 August when our website, with 
help from German antifascist comrades, 
revealed the presence of four British fascists at 
a Nazi march in Bad Nenndorf in Germany. 
The town was targeted because it had housed 
a British Army interrogation centre after the 
war. The event was a fiasco for the German 
and British Nazis because of mass antifascist 
opposition. Our intelligence work also 
prevented fascist attempts to disrupt a BBC 
Question Time programme in Basildon and to 
infiltrate an antifascist trade union group in 
Ipswich — we exposed the would-be infiltrator 
and published her photo. 

Sub judice rules prevent us from 
mentioning some of our other work, but it is 
no empty boast when Searchlight claims to be 
the first line of defence for the antifascist and 


antiracist movement. And we have 
maintained our connection with the trade 
union movement through most of our 50- 
year history. 

Most Londoners have been outraged by 
the government's “go home" ad-van 
trundling around the capital. Its message of 
hate, apparently intended to turn worker 
against worker and neighbour against 
neighbour, has failed. Not satisfied with killing 
deportees, the government has turned to this 
crude instrument. Such sick policies seem to 
be what the Conservatives see as vote 
winning in competing against the racist UK 
Independence Party. 

Such policies are perhaps no surprise when 
one considers where David Cameron's 
imported campaign adviser Lynton Crosby is 
coming from, both politically and actually, 
with Australia's harsh treatment of asylum- 
seekers. Maybe Cameron will follow 
Australia's example and try to find some 
offshore island to set up what to any decent 
person amounts to concentration camps. Does 
he think that the British people would want 
desperate families seeking relief and security 
from war, murder, torture and rape to be 
treated in that way? And nobody appears to 
have any accurate figures for how many white 
illegals from places such as Australia, South 
Africa, New Zealand and Canada are working 
here without suffering any state bullying. 

As we go to press, preparations are in hand 
to oppose the English Defence League's 
attempt once again to demonstrate in Tower 
Hamlets. As on previous occasions, 
Searchlight supports active opposition on the 
principle: they shall not pass. 

We do not have space in the magazine to 
cover all the subjects raised in this editorial 
and refer you to our website for more up-to- 
date coverage of the fascists and the 
opposition to them. Please also tell your 
friends and colleagues. We also provide free 
space to antifascist groups to advertise events 
and activities, so do send us details. 


Visit www.searchlightmagazine.com for news 


and updates, blogs and reader comments 
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Investigation nvestigation 


The old and new European 
friends of Ukraine's far-right 


Svoboda party 


By Anton Shekhovtsov 


IT HAS LONG BEEN AN UNCHALLENGED 
ASSUMPTION that the Ukrainian radical right-wing 
Svoboda party, which formed the first far-right 
parliamentary faction in Ukraine after the 2012 
elections, is a member of the Alliance of European 
National Movements (AENM). After all, Svoboda's 
leaders always said that their party was a member of the 
AENM, while the British National Party (BNP), which is 
one of the oldest members of the Alliance, explicitly 
mentioned Svoboda, in 2010, as an AENM member, 
along with the French National Front, Hungarian Jobbik, 
Italian Tricolour Flame, the BNP itself, the Spanish 
Republican Social Movement, Belgian National Front, 
Portuguese National Renovator Party and Swedish 
National Democrats. 

Never trust the fascists. 

Developments earlier this year revealed a different 
picture. The first doubts about Svoboda's membership 
were raised after Polish politician Mateusz Piskorski 
claimed, early in 2013, that Svoboda had been excluded 
from the AENM because of its overtly racist stances — as 
the Russian sarcastic saying goes, they were “expelled 
from the Gestapo for brutality”. The AENM is, in fact, 
much more extreme than yet another pan-European 
right-wing group, the European Alliance for Freedom, 
which unites representatives from the Austrian Freedom 
party, French National Front, Belgian Flemish Interest, 
Sweden Democrats and some others. 

Yet Piskorski is himself a former member of the now- 
defunct Polish far-right Self-Defence party, and we know 
that these people cannot really be trusted. Moreover, 
Piskorski has been associated with the Russian fascist 
International Eurasian Movement led by Aleksandr 
Dugin who is notorious for his imperialist and, in 
particular, anti-Ukrainian positions. Taunting the 
antagonistic Ukrainian ultranationalists, by claiming that 
they had been rejected by their European “brothers-in- 
arms”, could have been routine fascist harassment. 

Svoboda promptly denied these allegations, with a 
reference to Bruno Gollnisch, the AENM's president, 


who allegedly confirmed Svoboda's membership in the 
Alliance. But the reference to Gollnisch, a French 
National Front MEP, was questionable. Already in 
October 2012, he posted a message on his blog saying 
that the AENM consisted of only four parties: Jobbik, 
BNP, Tricolour Flame and the miniscule Bulgarian 
National Democratic Party. Not only did this confirm that 
Svoboda's leaders were making false boasts about their 
party's membership in the AENM, but Gollnisch’s 
message revealed the incompetence of the BNP which 
issued the incorrect statement. 

The information provided by Gollnisch and further 
inquiries into the AENM produced the following list of 
top ranking officers of the Alliance: Gollnisch (President), 
Nick Griffin (Vice President), Béla Kovacs (Treasurer) and 
Valerio Cignetti (Secretary General). Associate members 
include Jean-Marie Le Pen (French National Front), 
Andrew Brons (independent, formerly BNP), Maurizio 
Lupi (Italian People of Freedom), Christian Verougstraete 
(Flemish Interest), Bartosz Jozef Kownacki (Polish Law 
and Justice), and Dailis Alfonsas Barakauskas (Lithuanian 
Order and Justice). 

Svoboda's status in the AENM was clarified this spring: 
the party has never been a fully-fledged member of the 
Alliance but enjoyed only observer status, as the AENM 
is an EU-based group and Ukraine is not a EU member 
state. 

Svoboda's image was damaged even further on 22 
March, when Kovacs wrote an official letter to Oleh 
Tyahnybok, leader of Svoboda. In it he expressed in the 
strongest terms his indignation over the fact that 
Svoboda's members organised rallies against ethnic 
Hungarians in Ukrainian Carpathian Ruthenia, part of 
which once belonged to Hungary. Kovacs, a Hungarian 
Jobbik MEP, ended by informing Tyahnybok that 
Svoboda's observer status in the AENM had been 
terminated. This information has been confirmed to me 
in an email from Jobbik's Attila Bécsi: “Svoboda is no 
longer a member of the AENM because of its anti- 
Hungarian statements”. 
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A spicy bit of scandal is that Jobbik at the same time 
entered into cooperation with Dugin's International 
Eurasian Movement. On 16 May, Jobbik's leader Gabor 
Vona and Kovacs visited Moscow, and Vona delivered a 
lecture titled “Russia and Europe" at Dugin's Centre for 
Conservative Studies based at the Moscow State 
University where Dugin is now a professor. In his speech, 
Vona called the European Union “a treacherous 
organisation” that “took away our markets, our 
factories, and filled the shelves of our shops with 
western garbage”. Russia, at the same time, managed to 
“preserve its traditions” and, unlike the EU or the US, 
“did not worship money and mass culture”. According 
to Vona, “the role of Russia today is to offset the 
Americanisation of Europe”. 


Jobbik's leader even went so far as to declare that it 
would be better for Hungary to join the Russia- 
dominated Eurasian Union should occasion arise. Given 
Jobbik's current leanings toward Russia as a potential 
centre of power in Europe, it may well be the case that 
the argument between Jobbik and Svoboda was as 
much about the Ukrainian ultranationalists'’ anti- 
Hungarian statements and their pronounced anti- 
Russian sentiments. 


Aleksandr Dugin (International Eurasian Movement) and Gabor Vona (Jobbik) at 
Moscow State University 


For Svoboda, European connections have been a 
significant issue since the end of the 1990s when it was 
still called Social-National Party of Ukraine. Then it was 
a member of the Euronat, a far-right organisation 
formed by the French National Front. The SNPU and, 
later, Svoboda seemed to maintain good relations 
Le Pen and the French National Front in general, 
and presumably it was the French ultranationalists 
who advocated granting Svoboda observer status in 
the AENM. However, since the Alliance was largely 
Jobbik's creation (it was founded in Budapest at 
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Jobbik's 6th party congress in 2009), the French 
ultranationalists had limited opportunities to overrule 
Kovacs's decision. 


In its home country, Svoboda used its European 
connections for public relations, image and propaganda 
purposes. It was the French National Front that 
consulted Svoboda's leaders on how to make the party 
“more respectable” in the beginning of the 2000s, and 
naturally relations with major European ultranationalists 
also boosted the party's standing among other far-right 
organisations in Ukraine. Therefore, after it had been 
deprived of observer status in the AENM, Svoboda 
started looking for new connections in Europe. Its new 
“friends” turned out to be even more extreme than the 
AENM. 


On 23-24 March 2013, Taras Osaulenko, head of 
Svoboda's international relations, took part in the 
“Vision Europa" conference organised by the Party of 
the Swedes in Stockholm. The Party of the Swedes is 
widely described as a neo-Nazi group; it was established 
in 2008 by members of the now dissolved National 
Socialist Front and is led by Stefan Jacobsson. The main 
speaker at the conference appeared to be Udo Pastors, 
deputy leader of the most significant neo-Nazi party to 
emerge since 1945, the National Democratic Party of 
Germany (NPD), two members of which are now on trial 
in Germany for their support of the terrorist National 
Socialist Underground. 


Another speaker at the conference was Roberto Fiore, 
leader of the Italian fascist New Force. European guests 
present included: Jonathan Le Clercq of the Land and 
People association (France); Daniel Carlsen, leader of the 
Danish Party (Denmark); and Gonzalo Martin Garcia, 
head of international relations of the National 
Democracy Party (Spain). 


The links between Svoboda and Fiore were established 
as early as 2009 when Tyahnybok visited Strasbourg to 


Left to right: Taras Osaulenko, Gonzalo Martin Garcia, Roberto Fiore, Jonathan Le 
Clercq, Udo Pastors, Daniel Carlsen 


Taras Osaulenko speaking at the Vision Europa conference 


meet MEPs from such radical right-wing parties as the 
Freedom Party of Austria, Bulgarian National Union 
“Attack”, Flemish Interest and others. These links were 
further cemented in May and June this year. On 23-24 
May, Osaulenko and Andriy Illenko visited Rome at 
Fiore's invitation, where the leadership of New Force and 
representatives of Svoboda discussed collaboration 
between the two parties. Svoboda representatives also 
visited New Force's youth camp, and Illenko gave a talk 
about Svoboda’s history and ideology, as well as sharing 
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A flyer advertising the meeting of Svoboda and the New Force 


his thoughts on how the two parties could join forces in 
their “fight against the liberal forces of multiculturalism 
and destruction of the national traditions of European 
civilisation”. 

On 19-21 June, representatives of New Force, 
including Fiore, returned the visit. In Ukraine, the Italian 
and Ukrainian ultranationalists discussed the creation of 
a new group of European nationalist movements in 
order to “develop a new dynamic and strategic co- 
operation aimed at creating a new European political 
class". Supposedly, the new group may be formed on 
the basis of the organisations that took part in the Vision 
Europa conference in Stockholm. 


Between the two Ukrainian-ltalian visits, on 29 May 
2013, Mykhaylo Holovko, a member of the Ukrainian 
Parliament and Svoboda, visited the Landtag of Saxony 
to speak to the NPD. In particular, Holovko conveyed 
greetings from Tyahnybok and Serhiy Nadal, Svoboda's 
mayor of the Ukrainian city of Ternopil. In a ritual 
manner, Svoboda and the NPD agreed to strengthen 
bilateral relations between the parties and parliamentary 
groups. 


Holger Apfel, leader of the NPD, and Mykhaylo Holovko 


It remains to be seen whether Svoboda's visits to its 
European counterparts are part of the creation process 
of a new pan-European ultranationalist movement. 
None of the parties represented at the Vision Europa 
conference is a member of the AENM, while Fiore's New 
Force is unlikely to cooperate with the Alliance member 
Tricolour Flame, from which it split in 1997. Fiore's 
previous “ecumenical” fascist project, the European 
National Front, which united representatives from New 
Force, the NPD, the Romanian New Right, Golden 
Dawn in Greece and the Spanish Falange, seems to have 
failed. Therefore, Svoboda's new European friends may 
indeed need a new umbrella organisation that would 
unite political parties and movements that are — given 
the profiles of Fiore, Past6rs, Jacobsson and others — 
indeed more extreme than the AENM. 
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trade union 


By Gerry Gable 


A RIGHTWING NATIONALIST trade union now has the 
right to be consulted about proposed redundancies and 
receive information from employers for collective 
bargaining purposes. The Workers of England Union, 
which is supported by the English Democrats party, 
received a certificate of independence from the Trade 
Union Certification Officer on 27 June 2013. 

The status also means that members of the union, 
of whom there were just 885 at the end of 2012, have 
the right to compensation if an employer tries to stop 
them taking part of the activities of the union, and cannot 
be dismissed for union membership. And WEU officials 
may be entitled to paid time off work to carry out union 
business. 

The certificate is recognition that the union is 
independent of employers, but the WEU is also eager to 
claim political independence and denies any links with the 
English Democrats, a small rightwing party that has 
welcomed several former British National Party members 
who fell out with Nick Griffin. 

After we wrote in our January 2013 issue that the WEU 
was founded by Ed Abrams, a former English Democrats 
activist and National Council member, the WEU's 
president, Eddie Bone, contacted us with a denial and 
stated: “Carleton Maflin (General Secretary) and Eddie 
Bone (President) do not belong to any political party. .. 

Although Mr Bone and 
Mr Maflin have been 
members of the English 
Democrats in the past, 
they left the party in 2010 
to ensure the Union was 
not party affiliated.” Not 
because they stopped 
supporting the party's 
policies then. 

Trade Union Friends of 
Searchlight tried in a series 
of telephone 
conversations to establish 
where Bone, who works 
as a mental health nurse 
in North Essex, stood 
politically but the answers 
were ambiguous. 


WEU president and treasurer Eddie 
Bone: keen to claim he is not an 
English Democrat 
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Bone also told us: “The name ‘Workers of England 
Union' and website address, 
www.workersofengland.co.uk were purchased 
by Carleton Maflin and Eddie Bone who subsequently 


registered them with the Certification office.” That was in 
2009. However he omits to explain why Nominet, the 
official register of .uk domain names, still shows Abrams 
as the registrant at an address in Chester. The WEU's 
office is in Colchester. 

Abrams joined the English Democrats in 2003 and stood 
for the party in Chester in the 2005 and 2010 general 
elections. He also stood in the Welsh Assembly election in 
2007 in Monmouth. That might seem odd for an English 
nationalist, but the party believes Monmouthshire should 
be part of England and has called for a referendum on the 
issue. He also ran a rightwing group called Justice for 
England, which campaigned for an English parliament. 

Abrams resigned from the English Democrats at the end 
of 2010 because of its “bizarre dalliances with the far 
right" adding in a resignation letter: “| simply cannot and 
will not support a party which enters into discussions, 
agreements and pacts with groups such as the BNP and 
the EDL - and nor will millions of ordinary English voters”. 
He certainly got the last bit right. 

Among the prominent BNP members now active in the 
English Democrats are Chris Beverley, a former BNP 
councillor in Leeds who also liaised with the BNP's 
counterparts in Germany and Sweden, and Eddy Butler, 
who unsuccessfully challenged Griffin's leadership in 2010 
and was then expelled. Abrams is not the only English 
Democrat who felt their presence would sound the death 
knell to the tiny party. The party has not been very active 
recently but plans to celebrate the 500th anniversary of 
the Battle of Flodden, in which English military forces 
defeated the Scottish army on 
9 September 1513, by holding a minute's silence and 
raising a ceremonial St George's flag at the battle site in 
Northumberland. 

Notwithstanding the severance of formal ties between 
the WEU and the English Democrats, Tilbrook’s Solicitors, 
run by Robin Tilbrook, chairman of the English 
Democrats, offers WEU members a free 30-minute 
telephone consultation on a variety of legal matters. 
Tilbrook is also listed as the union's legal counsel and the 
WEU regularly has a stall at English Democrats 


WORKERS 


Eng 


conferences. Of course none of these on their own 
represents a formal link between the English Democrats 
and the WEU. 

Union and party also have similar policies. The English 
Democrats want an English Parliament, St George's Day 
to be a public holiday, a points system for immigration 
and withdrawal from the European Union. The WEU, 
according to its website, campaigns for an English 
Parliament, a referendum on European integration, 

St George's Day to be a bank holiday in England, and 
the abolition of student fees for English students. It also 
says it opposes racism but that boils down to a rather 
confused statement that the St George flag “encourages 
community integration and a positive national identity” 
and that promoting St George's Day as a “community 
and family day” will encourage people to “reconnect 
with a positive society”. 

The WEU claims it is the only voice that fights for the 
workplace rights of workers in England, pointing out that 
there is a Scottish TUC and a Welsh TUC but not a TUC 
for England. There is of course a TUC for the whole of 
Britain, but WEU has not joined, precisely because it has 
established TUCs for Scotland and Wales but not England. 
The WEU does not explain why the issues faced by 
workers in England are different from those faced by 
workers in Scotland and Wales to the extent of requiring 
an England-focused union. 

Although the WEU remains very small, growing from 
147 members in 2010 to its present 697 men and 188 
women, trade unionists have told us that the WEU has 
been trying to poach members. Although WEU material 
shows pictures of workers of various ethnicities and claims 
to fight racism, trade unionists felt this was disingenuous 
because of the WEU's links to the English Democrats, 
whose real beliefs are only thinly disguised. For example, 
say the English Democrats: “Our principal concern is to 
preserve and build on what is left of English cultural unity 
and social cohesion. The preservation of our identity and 
culture are at least as important as economic 
considerations." The WEU is similarly keen on cohesion: 
“the WEU campaigns for the living wage for all within 
an integrated and cohesive society”, Bone told us. 

WEU's statement of purpose says: “The WEU 
recognises that the workers of England are made up 
of individuals from all over the world who have decided 
to settle and live in England. The WEU believes all of 
them are entitled to fairness, respect and dignity." 
Presumably that's provided they accept integration and 
cohesion under the flag of St George. 

Our investigation of WEU revealed reports of the union 
supporting scabbing — advising workers to cross picket 
lines during disputes, report any abuse from trade union 
pickets to their employer and tell the police if they feel 
threatened. The two unions primarily in Bone's sights are 
PCS and Unite and the union has a few members working 
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on London's buses and in catering. 

Bone was clearly very concerned by our investigation 
and contacted us a number of times giving us a series of 
half truths and unsatisfactory answers to the claims of 
trade union members that we were following up. 

The certificate of independence did not come cheap: a 
fee of £4,066 is payable to the Trade Union Certification 
Office, though Tilbrook may have prepared the 
application free of charge. The fee covers the cost of a 
detailed examination of the application, usually including 
a visit by two Certification Office staff to the union offices 
for detailed discussions, preceded by examination of 
various documents such as minutes of meetings of the 
union's executive committee and of joint negotiating 
meetings with management. Were there any? 

But WEU is not as badly in debt as the English 
Democrats. Membership of WEU costs £9.95 a month 
and its income in 2012 was over £83,000. However it 
spent more than £88,000 and ended the year with an 
accumulated deficit of nearly £20,000 and total liabilities 
of £33,000. 

The English Democrats received slightly less income in 
2012 but have accumulated liabilities to Tilbrook and 
other major supporters of £213,000. It is not known who 
is underwriting WEU financially. 

Much of WEU's expenditure goes on salaries. The 2012 
accounts declare gross salaries of £28,638 to Maflin, 
£8,701 to Bone and £9,084 to James Black, the 
membership secretary. Eat your heart out Pat Harrington, 
general secretary of the BNP-supported rival and longer- 
established trade union Solidarity. His gross salary in 2012 
was £3,680. Solidarity ended the year with just 337 
members: 263 male and a mere 78 female, down from a 
total of 447 in 2011. Strangely it's only the men who 
have left: the number of women is unchanged. 

Joining Solidarity costs 
£8 a month. Its income 
from members in 2012 
was £16,000 so it seems 
half of them are not even 
paying for the privilege. 

Neither union of course 
is worth joining. For a 
similar cost, real trade 
unions provide a range of 
material membership 
benefits plus solidarity 
with millions of workers 
and the knowledge that 
the union has respect and 
influence. Nationalism, 
whether of the English or 
British variety, has no 
useful role in workplace 
organisations. 


WEU general secretary and former 
English Democrat Carlton Maflin 
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By Sonia Gable 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY 
continues to rely on its dear departed 
members to keep it in funds. During 
the first six months of 2013 it 
received payments of £103,878.68 
from the estate of Albert Edward 
Starmore and £32,000 from that of 
Brian Mincherton. No donations of 
over £7,500 were received from the 
living, according to the party's 
quarterly returns to the Electoral 
Commission. 

Starmore, who lived in'Chingford, 
north London, left his house to the 
party which produced two payments 
of £100,000 last year. The 
administration of his estate appears 
now to be complete. Mincherton died 
in November 2011 and lived in 
Gorton, Manchester. His estate had 
paid out £35,000 last year. It is not 
known whether there is more to come 
from that direction, but Clive Jefferson, 
the BNP treasurer, stated in the party's 
2012 accounts that he expected legacy 
income of over £300,000 during 2013. 
That compares favourably to £260,000 
received in 2012 and £48,000 in 2011. 

Jefferson has been derided as a 
“coffin-chaser" and “full-time 
undertaker”, but his promotion of 
the BNP's “Will Writing or executors 
services” in the party's British 
Nationalist members’ bulletin and 
frequent emails to members makes 
sound business sense and the BNP is 
not alone in encouraging supporters 
to remember it in their will. Few 
members will have much spare cash 
to give while alive, but there are 
undoubtedly some curmudgeonly old 
racists so consumed by hate for their 
fellow human beings that they have 
no friends and family, or have fallen 
out with those they had, so are easy 
prey for Jefferson's “charms” and 
promises that leaving the party 
money will “secure your place in the 
hearts of all patriots — and help to 
give a brighter future to all the 
Children of Albion!" 

Members who depart other than by 


dying, however, remain a problem for 
the party, which is struggling 
politically if less so financially. 
Membership has fallen to below 
5,000: 4,872 at 31 December 2012 
compared to 7,651 in 2011, 10,256 
in 2010 and 12,632 in 2009. 
Jefferson states that membership has 
risen since the end of 2012, but it 
would not be the first time the party 
has made claims about mid-year 
membership figures that somehow 
evaporate by the end of the year. 

He also predicts “a huge 
membership boost” in 2014 because 
27 million households will receive a 
BNP leaflet in the European elections 
and “from the huge exposure in the 
media we are sure to get as we fight 
to retain our Chairman's seat and to 
provide a truly radical and popular 
nationalist alternative for voters over 
the entire country". Well, one can 
dream. The BNP is not the threat 
it was in 2009, so will attract less 
media interest. 

Returning to reality and Nick 
Griffin's introduction to the party's 
2012 accounts, published at the end 
of July, in which he admits: “2012 
was another electoral fallow year”. 
According to the party leader, the 
disappointing results were caused by 
“the continued artificial promotion of 
Nigel Farage and UKIP by the BBC”. 

Although Griffin is correct that the 
media give far more coverage to 
Farage than is justified by the UK 
Independence Party’s political 
relevance, that fact enables him to 
skate over the damage to his party 
caused by years of internal dissension 
and splits. Indeed the resignation of 
one of the BNP's two MEPs, Andrew 
Brons, in autumn 2012 is not even 
mentioned in the report, which still 
lists Brons as a BNP elected 
representative. 

As usual Unite Against Fascism and 
other “far-left gangs” come in for 
condemnation for “threats of 
violence against many meeting halls 
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and other premises used by our local 
branches". Griffin also rues the 
cancellation of a debate at Trinity 
College Dublin in which he had been 
invited to participate. 

The accounts reveal that overall 
income and expenditure for 2012 
were similar to 2011 and the party 
made a profit for the year of nearly 
£185,000, £30,000 down from 2011 
but still a healthy result. However the 
BNP is heavily reliant on the dead, to 
the extent that although Jefferson 
welcomes the continuing legacies, 
the party still needs substantial 
donations from the living. Of the 
party's income of £647,000 in 2012, 
40% came from legacies. 

Expenditure is shown as £462,000 
compared to £435,000 in 2011, but 
the effective expenditure figure is 
higher because of an accounting 
reversal of £68,244 of legal expenses. 
What that means is that the BNP over- 
provided for expected legal expenses 
in 2011 or earlier and has reversed 
some of that. It also appears that the 
party received a repayment of 
£20,000 of legal costs, but no further 
information is given about this. 

The upshot was that the party was 
able to spend much more on 
campaigning and the production and 
distribution of leaflets in 2012, 
activities that were almost non- 
existent in 2011. In a discussion 
between Griffin and Jefferson filmed 
for BNP TV, Griffin boasts that the 
profit was achieved on top of 
spending a lot of money on the 
Greater London Authority elections. 
Not that it got them very far: the 
party polled just 2.1% in London, less 
than in 2008, 2004 and even 2000, 
long before the start of its run of 
council election successes. 

Despite the year's profit, the party 
ended 2012 still insolvent, by just 
over £350,000. That includes a 
provision of £112,000 for further 
legal expenses, which may end up 
never being payable, and a life 


membership provision of £132,000. 
That figure is not an amount the 
party owes, but an accounting 
adjustment for the fact that life 
members have paid up-front so a 
part of their fee has been held back 
in reserve for release over a period of 
about 11 years. 

The BNP was very keen a few years 
ago to promote life membership to 
get more money in, and at the time | 
predicted that this would hurt the 
party financially in the medium and 
long term. Because of this, the party 
is now trying to persuade life 
members to convert to “gold life” 
membership “where the life members 
pay an annual subscription” — which 
seems to defeat the point of life 
membership somehow. 

Jefferson's aim is to remove the life 
membership provision from the 
accounts, something he might find 
difficult to get past the auditors. A bit 
obscurely, he appears to describe life 
membership as “inherited mistakes 
from previous treasurer's decisions”. 
No doubt Griffin has distanced himself 
now from the life membership drive. 

There were 775 life members at 31 
December 2012, down from 878 the 
previous year and 905 in 2010. 
Unless 103 of them have died during 
2012 — unlikely — clearly life does not 
mean life for the BNP. 

Nevertheless, the fact that about 
4,000 people have actively renewed 
their membership or newly joined the 
party during 2012, or at least not 
cancelled a monthly direct debit - 
Jefferson's preferred way of collecting 
membership dues — shows the BNP is 
not yet a spent force. Almost all these 
are individual members, not members’ 
partners and children. Other far-right 
parties do not even come close. 

In a strange paragraph in his 
treasurer's report, Jefferson writes: “The 
accounts are not easy for a layman to 
read and decipher" and goes on to 
“interpret” them. By interpretation, 
Jefferson manages to claim that 
although the party is in “negative 
equity”, “we are in real terms in the 
black". Griffin has in the past rejoiced in 
the fact that Jefferson is a businessman 
not an accountant. It shows. 

Jefferson correctly recognises that 
with the European election coming in 
May 2014 the party needs “to recruit 
and to raise money for the fight 
ahead”. At present, although the 


party's financial state has improved 
greatly since 2010, even with further 
legacy income it does not have 
enough funds to mount an effective 
campaign that can hold its own 
against UKIP and bring home a result 
for Griffin that rises above 
humiliating. Donations excluding 
legacies in 2012 were £169,000 
compared to £252,000 in 2011, a 
trend that the party will find hard to 
reverse with its falling membership. 

If Griffin fails to retain his European 
Parliament seat in the North West, as is 
almost inevitable, this will have a 
significant financial effect in that he 
and his colleagues on his parliamentary 
payroll will lose their taxpayer-funded 
jobs. Griffin's website declares three 
staff: Simon Darby, who doubles as the 
party's press spokesman, Adam 
Walker, the BNP's national organiser, 
and Patrick Harrington, whose 
relationship with Griffin goes back to 
National Front political soldier days but 
who is not a BNP member. 

The 2012 accounts include staff 
salaries of £115,679, the staff 
presumably including Jefferson and 
Griffin's daughter Jennifer Matthys. 
After pulling out all the stops for the 
European election next year, and 
trying to raise money for the general 
election in 2015, the party will be 
hard pressed to find the money to 
employ four hitherto well paid, 
redundant staff. That might stoke 
tension between those who have 
jobs and those who won't on the 


BNP crew, who by all accounts 
already do not sail a happy ship. 

For Walker, losing his job will hit 
him hard as he cannot return to his 
former teaching career following a 
lifetime ban imposed by the 
Department for Education as a result 
of an incident in which he verbally 
abused three schoolboys, chased 
them in his car and slashed the tyres 
of their bikes. The DfE, overruling a 
two-year ban imposed by a College 
for Teaching and Leadership conduct 
panel, described Walker's actions as 
“violent, threatening and targeted at 
young children". 

Perhaps the prospect of 
unemployment explains why he is 
spearheading a BNP fundraising drive 
on the back of the arrests on 31 July, 
on suspicion of inciting racial hatred, of 
Jefferson and Dawn Charlton, the 
party's highest polling candidate in this 
year's county council elections. The 
arrests were in connection with local 
election leaflets distributed in Maryport 
which showed a monkey delivering 
propaganda and the slogan “Labour 
has given the Poles our kids’ houses”. 

An email from Walker sent out 
shortly after the arrests asked 
members and supporters to “dig 
deep and donate right away”. The 
two have now been charged with 
minor public order offences. Their 
defence is hardly likely to cost a 
fortune and in any case the BNP has 
a long history of reneging on 
promises to pay members’ legal costs. 


Unemployment looms for Nick Griffin's parliamentary staff Adam Walker (left) and Simon Darby, here on a BNP 
protest in Whitehall against the killing of Lee Rigby. Photos: Daphne Liddle 
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Identity: the new nationalist idea 


By Sonia Gable and Ray Mount 


WHITE IDENTITY, NATIONAL PREFERENCE, traditionalism 
and the “new world order” were the loosely related themes 
of a long afternoon meeting of the lona London Forum. 
Jeremy “Jez” Bedford-Turner, the ex-soldier who organises 
the new right discussion group, brought in three overseas 
speakers to join Sam Swerling, the former Conservative 
councillor and former chairman of the Monday Club, on 10 
August. 

It was Swerling, now heavily involved in the British 
Democratic Party (BDP), the party formed by former British 
National Party MEP Andrew Brons, who kicked things off 
shortly after 1pm with a tour around various aspects of 
British nationalism. In a speech entitled “the doctrine of 
national preference”, he explained why national preference 
was the only principle for nationalism that made any sense, 
why the UK Independence Party would fail - something 
these people need to believe in —- and how support for 
“soft nationalism" could be translated into support for 
“serious nationalism”. 

He was followed by probably the most interesting of the 
speakers, a 21-year-old German called Markus Willinger of 
Generation Identity. Not a political party, Generation 
Identity is a nationalist youth movement that started in 
France and has spread to Germany, the Netherlands and 
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the UK, and held a conference in Stockholm on 29 June. Its 
aims include protecting the European cultural heritage and 
opposing multi-ethnicity. 

Willinger, who was described as one of the leading 
thinkers of the movement and is the co-author of its 
manifesto, told the audience that Europe was dying and 
change would not achieved merely by voting. Nationalists 
had to learn from the left and take action to put pressure 
on politicians. That meant occupying mosques, as they did 
in Poitiers last year, and occupying the headquarters of the 
Socialist party in Paris in May. He also recounted how over 
100 asylum-seekers occupied a church in Vienna, then 20 
“identitarians" occupied it as well. The 20 were forced out 
by police but a week later the police removed the asylum- 
seekers, which he counted as a victory. 

Educated and fluent in English, Willinger is currently the 
darling of the new right. As well as the lona meeting, he 
has been invited to speak to a group of young nationalists 
who include former BNP supporters and some on the 
fringes of the ultra-Tory Traditional Britain Group (TBG), 
which shares similar cultural values and political concerns. 
Generation Identity is still small in the UK but around half a 
dozen of them attended a meeting in London in August 
held by Chris Roberts, a former BNP activist who looks set 


en 


ne 
y 


Séarchlight 


07/2013 


In Memoriam 


Duncan 
Robertson 


1964-2013 


Searchlight 
Intelligence 
Officer 


Amount £ 


Or pay by standing order 
Please debit my account with the sum of £ 


Your bank name & address 


immediately and annually thereafter until cancelled by me in writing. 


Account No Sort Code 
Signature Date 


Pay Searchlight Magazine Ltd (Account No 11110608, 
Sort Code 40-17-45, HSBC, 99 High Street, Chelmsford, CM1 1EQ) 


PLEASE RETURN TO: SEARCHLIGHT, PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG. *Unemployed, OAPs, students. Please send proof. 


Searchlight subscriptions are 100% data-secure, we never give our subscription list to any outside party. 


12 | Searchlight | August-September 2013 


to become the London organiser of the BDP and a BDP 
candidate in next year's council elections. Swerling too was 
at that meeting. 

Arthur Kemp, the one-time ideological director of the 
BNP, is also taking a keen interest in Generation Identity 
and spoke at their secret camp in Essex earlier this summer. 

Willinger urged the audience to buy signed copies of his 
book, unimaginatively called Generation Identity. The book 
is published by Arktos Media, the New Right publisher 
exposed in the February-March 2012 issue of Searchlight 
as linked to neo-nazis, Holocaust deniers and white 
supremacists. 

Willinger will be back in the UK at a day-long conference 
of the TBG in central London on 19 October, where he will 
share the platform with people such as Sean Gabb, director 
of the Libertarian Alliance; Professor Paul Gottfried from 
the USA; Robin Tilbrook, leader of the tiny English 
nationalist party The English Democrats, now the political 
home of several former prominent BNP members; and Alex 
Kurtagi€, a New Right activist who spoke at last year's 
conference of the white supremacist American Renaissance 
and founded the publisher Wermod and Wermod (see 
Searchlight April 2012). 

Also on the speakers list is John Kersey, a musician, 
historian and educational consultant, whose CV includes 
acting as the UK representative of the New York based 
Apostolic Episcopal Church and being “the sixth Mukungu 
of San Luigi in the Kingdom of Bunyoro-Kitara". That's in 
Uganda apparently. 

The TBG made it into the national media in August when 
its vice president, Gregory Lauder-Frost, called for the new 
Labour peer Doreen Lawrence and millions of ethnic- 
minority Britons to “return to their natural homelands”, 
which prompted Jacob Rees-Mogg, the Conservative MP 
who was the guest speaker at this year's TBG annual dinner 
in May -attended among others by Swerling — to entirely 
dissociate himself from the group. 

The publicity has worried the TBG, which has also lost 
some regular contributors as a result of Lauder-Frost 
making wild accusations against them. The Facebook page 
for the October conference includes a warning that not 
everyone will be admitted and asks applicants for tickets to 
outline their political history and background. 

Third up at the lona meeting was Laszlo Virag, a 
Hungarian Traditionalist, whose talk rejoiced in the title: 
“The criteria of the right: the struggle between the right 
and the left regarded from a metahistorical viewpoint". 

Virag is an editor of Sacrum Imperium, the publication of 
the “Sword-Cross-Crown Alliance", which describes itself 
as a “Traditionalist, Ultradextroconservative, Imperio- 
monarchist and Monarcho-legitimist Front”. An 
ultranationalist and antisemitic circle, it is not active as a 
political organisation. He was formerly an editor and 
contributor to other ultraconservative and monarchist 
periodicals such as Pannon Front and Northern Crown. 

The final speaker was Ruban Rosiers from Belgium, on 
“Syria: the turn of the tide for the new world order”. 
Rosiers, a Viaams Blok official until that party was banned 
in 2004 for being racist, believes that victory by President 
Assad marks an end for the US neoconservatives’ 
“campaign of worldwide regime change”. Nick Griffin, the 


A man to watch: Markus Willinger speaking at the lona London Forum 


BNP leader, visited Assad in June and shares similar views 
about the “Zionist” neocons’ project to take over the 
world, believing also that the English Defence League is run 
by the same Zionists and neocons. 

Although most of the speakers droned on far longer than 
they were interesting, the meeting passed without incident, 
which is more than can be said for Bedford-Turner's trip to 
Germany the previous weekend. Accompanied by four 
other British Nazis, he joined the 700-strong annual Nazi 
march to a building in Bad Nenndorf that housed a British 
Army centre where leading SS officers and Nazi party 
members were interrogated between 1945 and 1947, an 
activity to which Britain's modern Nazis take exception. The 
British contingent consisted of the prolific antisemite 
Michéle Renouf, the veteran former BNP deputy leader and 
National Front activist Richard Edmonds, Peter Rushton, 
deputy editor of Heritage and Destiny, and Daniel Adcock 
a former priest and teacher who has lived in Germany for 
many years. 

Unfortunately for them, antifascists occupied the area in 
front of their destination and 1,800 police were unable to 
shift them all afternoon, so at 7pm the dejected Nazis 
packed up and went home. 

Edmonds has another cause for gloom: the National 
Front is falling apart after a series of Facebook attacks on 
some of its officers. Much of the stirring is down to Eddy 
Morrison, a fascist splitter extraordinaire. Edmonds took a 
keen interest in the formation of the BDP and may now 
join. The BDP has made little impact so far and is unlikely 
to fight next year's European elections as it does not want 
to distract attention from the BNP's expected poor result by 
doing even worse. 
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Searchlight at t 
Martyrs festival 


By Sonia Gable 


EVERY JULY THOUSANDS of people come to Tolpuddle to 
celebrate trade unionism and to remember the sacrifice 
made by six villagers who in 1834 helped form a trade 
union of west Dorset farm workers to fight against cuts to 
their pay and increasingly harsh working conditions. 

Although trade unions were lawful, six leaders were 
arrested and sentenced to seven years’ transportation to 
Australia for taking an oath of secrecy. Massive protests 
swept across the country, thousands marched through 
London and many more organised petitions and protest 
meetings to demand their freedom. 

The campaign was successful and the Tolpuddle Martyrs 
returned home in triumph. The Tolpuddle story is about 
how ordinary working people combined together to defend 
their families. The idea of solidarity as a basic human right 
is now an international demand. 

The Tolpuddle Martyrs festival takes place over the third 
weekend of July. As well as the traditional procession 
through the village with trade union banners and marching 
bands on the Sunday, since the 1990s it has included music 
acts, diverse speakers, discussion and entertainment on the 
Friday evening and Saturday. There is also a big marquee 
containing stalls from a large variety of progressive 
campaigns and trade unions. 

Searchlight believes trade unionism and solidarity are as 
important now as they ever were. Our stall attracted a 
large number of visitors who took away copies of the 
magazine and other publications. We were able to renew 
contacts, make new ones and contribute to the friendly 
and welcoming atmosphere. 
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By Daphne Liddle 


ANTI-FASCISTS IN Spain, organised 
by the AABI International Brigades 
Friendship group, known as the 
Amigos, are fighting a major political 
battle to defend the existence of the 
memorial in Madrid's University City 
to those who died fighting with the 
International Brigades. 

And on Saturday 6 July a young 
Spanish campaigner made an 
impassioned plea for support from 
members and supporters of the 
International Brigade Memorial Trust 
in London at its annual memorial 
event in Jubilee Gardens. 

She called on the crowd — several 
hundred strong — to support a petition 
to save the memorial. 

Madrid's Complutense University 
has been ordered to remove the 
memorial that was unveiled on 22 
October 2011 in the presence of four 
International Brigade veterans, 
including David Lomon from Britain. 

The order was made on 3 June 2013 
by a Madrid court, the Tribunal 
Superior de Justicia, on the grounds 
that the monument was erected by 
the university without planning 
permission. The university is reported 
to be insisting that it applied for 
permission but did not receive a reply 
from the city council. 

But the call for its removal came 
from Spanish fascists, who still exert a 
powerful influence in that country. 

The IBMT donated €500 towards 
the cost of the memorial. Several 
other International Brigade 
associations also contributed to the 
financial appeal launched by the AABI, 
as did the Madrid embassies of 
Argentina, Canada, Cyprus, Norway, 
Russia, Serbia and Slovenia. 

The court's decision was greeted 
with dismay by the AABI activists, 
who noted that, although the ruling 
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was made on technical grounds, the 
original complaint was lodged by a 
lawyer with known far-right 
connections. They also point out that 
Franco's Arco de la Victoria (Victory 
Arch) still stands at the entrance to 
the University City. 

In a letter to the Spanish 
ambassador in London, Frederico 
Trillo, IBMT Secretary Jim Jump said 
the decision would be interpreted by 
many people as evidence that there 
were institutions in Spain that had still 
not come to terms with the country's 
recent history. 

“For a Spanish court to be seen to 
be acting in a way that denigrates the 
memory of those who fought in Spain 
against European fascism and on the 
side of a democratic government is 
highly damaging to the image of 


Spain in the outside world,” he added. 


The petition form can be reached on 
http://www.change.org/es/peticiones/ 
paremos-la-retirada-del-monumento-a- 
las-brigadas-internacionales-de-la-ucm. 


David Lomon, who helped unveil the Madrid memorial, seen here at last year's IBMT memorial event in Jubilee Gardens 


The ceremony last Saturday was 
very poignant: since last year's event 
the last two surviving brigaders living 
in England, David Lomon and Lou 
Kenton, had died, as had Mike Jones, 
son of brigader and trade union leader 
Jack Jones. 

And one of the leading initiators 
and organisers of the IBMT, Dolly 
Shaer, had also died just five days 
before the event. Jim Jump read out a 
moving tribute to her and her work 
for the IBMT. 

Other speakers included Rodney 
Bickerstaffe, Bob Whelan of the train 
drivers’ union Aslef and the sons of 
Lou Kenton and David Lomon. 

Wreathes were laid at the memorial 
by representatives of many 
organisations and trade unions. 

Music was provided by a choir from 
Catalonia and from folk singer Grace 
Petrie, who led the crowd in singing 
the Brigaders’ song Jarama. The 
ceremony finished with the mass 
singing of the /nternationale. 


In memoriam 


May 1931 to July 2013 


DOLLY WEST SHAER spent her whole life fighting for social 
justice and against racism and fascism. She was the 
daughter of Frank West, an active communist and 
International Brigader who was a great influence on her 
until he died in 1989. 

Frank West went to Spain in September 1937 and 
became Political Commissar of No 2 Company of the British 
Battalion of the International Brigade. He was captured 
during the Battle of the Ebro on the day the International 
Brigades were withdrawn from the front line in September 
1938 and spent the next seven months in some appalling 
fascist camps including the notorious San Pedro de Cardena 
concentration camp (a former monastery). 

Dolly remembered the day after the Spanish war had 
ended when her mother took her to the station to, along 
with all the other families of brigaders, to welcome him 
home. They waited and waited as other heroes were united 
with their families but Frank never came. They did not 
know whether he was alive or dead. 

It took another couple of years of diplomatic negotiation 
to get him back in spring 1939. 

During his absence Dolly's mother had relied on 
donations from political supporters and Dolly as a young 
child took part in Aid for Spain fundraising events and 
rallies. So Dolly grew up to be a fighting communist and 
anti-fascist from the very beginning. 

She became a primary school teacher employed by the 
Inner London Education Authority in the 1960s and 
became heavily involved in fighting the racism that was 
endemic in the education system. The children of 
immigrants from the West Indies, Africa and Asia faced 
open racism from other children and an assumption by 
many teachers that if there was trouble in the class or the 
playground it must be the fault of the black child. 

Even more pernicious was the attitude of some well- 
meaning but ignorant teachers that it was unfair to “push” 
black children because their brains were not up to coping 
with demanding subjects. When a young child is told by a 
teacher that they are stupid and there is no point in making 
an effort they tend to believe this and give up, so it 
becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy. 

Dolly made a point of visiting the parents of black children 
who were being given a hard time. Many West Indian 
families were deeply religious and quite strict with their 
children. If they heard their child was in trouble at school 
they would add to the punishment and Dolly had to tell 
them the fault was not with their child but with the school. 

Dolly later became a further education teacher and 
worked with the ILEA combating racism in schools 
throughout London. 


In the 1950s Dolly married Max Shaer and they had two 
children, Carole and David. 

Throughout this period Dolly was an active member of 
the Communist Party of Great Britain and around 1990 she 
became a member of the New Communist Party where she 
met Ken Ruddock and they became partners. 

As the surviving International Brigaders grew older 
Dolly supported her father in keeping up links with the 
International Brigade Association. Membership was limited 
to veterans of the Brigade and Dolly saw the need for a 
broader organisation of family and friends who could keep 
up remembrance of what she insisted should be called the 
Spanish War Against Fascism (she regarded Franco and his 
Moroccan troops as invaders and therefore it was not a 
civil war). So she played a leading role in founding and 
building the International Brigade Memorial Trust to 
maintain the memory and the lessons of that war for 
future generations. 

This involved building links with similar groups in the 
countries that had sent volunteers to the 15th Brigade and 
with anti-fascist groups in Spain, and visits to Spain with 
Brigade veterans where they were honoured for the 
sacrifice they made to try to save Spain from fascism 

Dolly always asserted that if fascism had been defeated in 
Spain the Second World War could have been averted. 

She remained politically active to the very end and died 
after a short illness on Monday 1 July. 


Dolly West Shaer. Photo: Daphne Liddle 
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International Brigade 
Memorial Trust 


The International Brigade 
Memorial Trust keeps alive 
the memory and spirit of 

the men and women who 
volunteered to defend 
democracy and fight fascism 
in Spain from 1936 to 1939 


www.international-brigades.org.uk 
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|Home news 


Fascists sho 


By Sonia Gable 


UP TO 40 ENGLISH Volunteer Force supporters protested 
on Saturday 27 July outside Lunar House, headquarters 
of the Home Office's UK visas and immigration service, 
after marching there from nearby East Croydon station. 
They were outnumbered at least three to one by around 
120 trade unionists. 

John Morgan, of the Croydon branch of the Public 
and Commercial Services Union, which represents staff 
in Lunar House, said: “The EVF is not welcome in 
Croydon and people turned out in large numbers to 
show them that.” 

The EVF, which is one of a number of split-offs from the 
English Defence League, claimed its protest was against 
mass immigration and the Islamification of the UK. After 
their rally the fascists were escorted by police to East 
Croydon station where they took a train to London to join 


Photos: Daphne Liddle 


in Westminster 


OX OUR PEOPLE 
OUR 


Fascists protest outside Lunar House, closed for the weekend 


nthe doo 


Fascist photographer disrespects the Union Flag 


in Croydon 


up with the South East Alliance who had threatened to 
hold an “anti-terrorist march" to Westminster from 
Charlton in southeast London, near to where Fusilier Lee 
Rigby was murdered in May in an Islamist terrorist attack. 
In fact, Paul Pitt, leader of the SEA, and the “thousands 
and thousands" of supporters he said he was expecting - 
only a handful actually turned up — didn't even try to walk 
the nine-mile route but made their way from the pub to 
the nearest station where they took a train into London. 
Before that, a delusional supporter had written on the 
SEA's Facebook page: “What a fantastic demo in 
Croydon, hundreds of patriots in defiance of the left 
wing scum and their vain attempts to stop and silence us! 
They have failed on today and the people of Croydon 
have taken their town back! We are the people!! 
No surrender!!" 


Jewish collaborator stands alongside one of Britain's 
most notorious antisemites, Richard Edmonds 


Paul Pitt's mass march from Woolwich to Westminster 
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workers’ su 


By Daphne Liddle 


THE 129TH DURHAM MINERS' GALA began early; the 
Searchlight stall had not long been set up and many other 
stalls were still getting ready when the first miners’ lodge 
arrived, complete with banner and band, at around 8.30am 
on the huge Racecourse ground on Saturday 13 July. This 
year it was the Silkwood Lodge banner that made it first 
into the field. 

The second arrived within 15 minutes and after that there 
was a steady stream for about three hours until the field 
was full of banners. And they were not just miners’ banners 
— there were banners from branches of other unions, from 
the Northern TUC, one from a local primary school and a 
new banner celebrating the efforts of the Women Against 
Pit Closures movement. 

There were dozens of stalls, tents and marquees from 
every kind of organisation: political, community, trade 
union, health awareness, local newspapers and many, many 
food stalls, including the customary Labour Tea Tent. 

The Searchlight stall attracted a steady stream of interest, 
including a number of old friends who stopped by for a 


Cathy Pound of Trade Union Friends of Searchlight encourages Gala participants to 
read Searchlight 
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chat and one or two who reported the antisocial activities 
of racist and fascist organisations such as the British 
National Party, the English Defence League and its various 
splinters in their area. 

There was also a large fun fair and before long the vast 
field was full of people from all over the north of England 
who had come to take part in “The Big Meeting”. 

And of course there was the serious business of the Gala 
— the political speeches which began around 1pm. Speakers 
included Len McCluskey, general secretary of the big union 
Unite, Bob Crow of the transport union RMT and Frances 
O'Grady, general secretary of the Trades Union Congress. 

There was also Ricky Tomlinson, now a star of the 
television sit-com the Royale Family but once one of the 
“Shrewsbury Two” — construction workers who were jailed 
by the Tory government of the 1980s for their trade union 
activities. 

Also there was journalist and author Owen Jones, 
journalist Kevin Maguire, industrial correspondent of the 
Daily Mirror, and Margaret Aspinal of the campaign for 


On the platform: Owen Jones (left), Bob Crow (centre), Frances O'Grady (offering 
Crow sun cream for his head) and Len McCluskey (right) 


justice for the victims of the Hillsborough disaster. 

The dominating theme of the speeches was the 
relationship between the trade unions and the Labour 
Party, which had been very much in the news headlines. 

The Labour Party was created by the trade unions over 
100 years ago to give a voice to working class people inside 
Parliament to counterbalance the predominant voices of 
the wealthy class of employers. And the unions have 
provided the bulk of Labour's funding ever since. 

There was a consensus among the speakers — and among 
the crowds assembled to hear them — that the Labour 
leadership is now dominated by people who became 
professional politicians on leaving university, have never 
experienced ordinary waged work and are failing to 
represent the interests of ordinary workers. 

This is a serious failing at a time when austerity measures 
are reducing the value of wages and creating high 
unemployment while all the essential costs of living are 
rising. 

Bob Crow advocated abandoning Labour and creating a 
new party to represent workers. But Len McCluskey 
responded by welcoming a proposal by Labour leader Ed 
Miliband to change the way union affiliation to the party 
operates. This would mean each union member would 
have to apply to become an associate member of the party 
rather than automatically becoming an affiliate of the party 
if they agree to pay the political levy and their union is 
affiliated to the party. 

McCluskey said the new way would seriously reduce the 
amount of funding Labour would get from the unions 
unless the leadership changed its policies to make workers 
want to join it. The Labour Party would have to earn its 


support from the workers. But he admitted this was a in a loop of the River Wear, dominates the local landscape. 

gamble that could see the party collapse. It was built by William the Conqueror to stamp Norman 
After the speeches the banners started to leave the field, authority on the north of England after a succession of 

slowly winding their way back through the town. New rebellions against Norman rule were brutally put down in 

banners were taken to the cathedral to be blessed, the “harrying of the north”. 

according to custom. And this was our last view of Durham from the railway 


The imposing Durham Cathedral and Castle complex, set — station as the Searchlight team made our way home. 
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By Dr Paul Jackson 


A FEW MONTHS AGO, | analysed 
some of the ideas underpinning 
Peder Jensen's writings, and his 
impact on Anders Breivik. In this 
article, | want to build on this and 
set out some of the ideas of a 
figure that profoundly influenced 
him, Bat Ye'or. As ideologues such 
as Jensen, violent extremists such 
as Anders Breivik, and movements 
such as the English Defence League 
all highlight, Europe's 
contemporary far right cultures 
have become steeped in a radical 
milieu that has become profoundly 
anti-Muslim in recent times. 

In a nutshell, one of the most 
successful new narratives of the far 
right is not to reconfigure neo- 
Nazism, but to reject it. Instead, 
many activists now argue that 
western civilisation is facing an 
existential threat from an invading 
Muslim hoard, one that is on the 
cusp of taking over the continent 
and imposing its ostensibly 
barbaric and backward way of life 
on Judaeo-Christian civilisation. 
This is being allowed to happen by 
a corrupt, left wing elite who 
promote multiculturalism. 


Defining the new conspiracy 
At the heart of this ‘Counter-Jihad’ 
discourse is a figure of some 
intellectual sophistication, the 
independent ‘historian’ and writer 
of deeply anti- Muslim monographs 
on European history and politics, 
Bat Ye'or. This is a pen name, 
translating roughly as ‘Daughter of 
the Nile’, adopted by a Jewish, 
Egyptian-born, British author, 


Gisele Littman. Her work includes 
books such as Eurabia: The Euro- 
Arab Axis and Islam and 
Dhimmitude: Where Civilisations 
Collide. 

Many within the Counter-Jihad 
movement have picked up Ye’or's 
conspiracy theory themes. As 
analysts such as Alexander 
Meleagrou-Hitchens stress, this 
fuzzy movement spans websites 
such as Gates of Vienna, far right 
street movements like the UK's 
English Defence League, and US 
based activists such as Pamela 
Geller. It even blurs into quite 
mainstream voices, such as the 
Daily Mail columnist Melanie 
Phillips. For the most part, the 
highly disparate voices that make 
up this movement do not actively 
promote violence. But they do 
foster a milieu in which, for some, 
violence towards Muslims and 
towards left wing figures becomes 
easier to imagine, and so, again for 
some, easier to consider as 
desirable. 


The family relationship 

Given this spread of figures and 
organisations, we should be careful 
not to assert that people within 
this movement are all the same. 
Not all voices from within this 
fuzzy ‘Counter-Jihad’ movement 
argue the same points, and some 
are far more extreme than others. 
Some are bloggers, or self-styled 
independent voices, decrying the 
political mainstream for failing to 
recognise their much-inflated 
readings of the security threats 
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posed by Muslims. Others are 
street activists, or even violent 
extremists. Nor do they all meet 
together, or have a central 
coordinated plan, though of course 
some conferences do occur — such 
as at Aarhus in 2012. 

But despite this being quite a 
nebulous movement, we can 
certainly say they all possess some 
form of ‘family relationship’. To 
stick with European figures within 
this movement at least, what tends 
to unite them is, as they see it, the 
waning of European national 
identities as a result of soft, 
multicultural and left wing politics, 
which promotes cultural difference 
over strong national and European 
traditions, which are identified as 
Judeo-Christian. This, the Counter- 
Jihad narrative continues, is seized 
upon by Muslims inside and 
outside of Europe, who themselves 
have an innate desire to conquer 
and overthrow European culture 
and society. 

The Counter-Jihad movement's 
‘history’ is a future-orientated one 
too, often presenting scary 
sketches of the near future that are 
based on an assortment of 
migration statistics and projected 
birth rates of Muslims. The 
trajectory such voices forecast is 
one that predicts that Muslims will 
be running Europe within the next 
generation or so, having already 
begun to mount a largely ignored 
invasion of the continent. 

This narrative finds many forms. 
For example it can be encoded 
with quite a strong conspiracy 


theory element, or can develop 
different readings of just how 
many Muslims in Europe are 
involved in such plotting, or what 
types of activity should be included 
here. Yet it is always marked by 
the linking of data and analysis, 
some more empirical, some more 
speculative, to some form of 
repetition this story of Europe on 
the cusp of Islamisation. 


Bat Ye'or’s conspiracy theory 
Turning to Bat Ye'or's approach 
here, within her overarching 
conceptual approach we can 
certainly give her credit for some 
originality. Her work offers a 
radical new strain of thinking that 
helps to style each and every form 
of Islam as the same, both across 
the globe, and through time too. A 
Muslim perpetrator in the 
Armenian genocide, or a violent 
thug within a non-democratic 
regime such as in Sudan, is just the 
same as a Muslim living down the 
road. 

In particular, she develops a new 
concept in her work, which she 
dubs ‘dhimmitude'. Rhetorically, 
this neologism is quite consciously 
designed to sound similar to 
‘servitude’, and is drawn from 
simplistic reading of Islamic 
theology. Drawing on the Arabic 
term ‘dhimmi', for Ye'or the term 
becomes a dubious concept for 
structuring a far right 
historiography, and is used to 
describe the socio-legal contexts of 
Jews and Christians living under 
Muslim rule. 

Via her idea of ‘dhimmitude’, she 
essentialises, and asserts that 
relationships between Muslims and 
non-Muslims always have been, 
currently are, and always will be, a 
relationship defined by power. For 
her, Muslims are driven, through 
the theology of the faith, to 
engage in Jihad to establish 
dominance over Christians and 
Jews. This is seen as an essential 
quality within Islam. It is a direct 


consequence of Jihad, and all 
those who are deemed ‘Infidel’ will 
ultimately need to accept a 
condition of humiliation. 

Adding to this theme, she has 
also developed the concept of 
‘Eurabia’, which has become 
another highly influential buzz 
term among the anti-Muslim far 
right. In her analysis, Eurabia 
refers to a behind-the-scenes 
conspiracy by leading Arab 
countries. For her, this developed 
from the early 1970s and forged 
clandestine networks of power 
that promoted pro-Muslim and 
anti-American values in Europe, 
and sought to lay the groundwork 
to establish a longer-term cultural 
hegemony over European society. 
For Ye'or, the French lay at the 
heart of this conspiracy, drawing 
on De Gaulle's anti-American 
legacy and longer-term sympathies 


Bat Ye'or: developed anti- 


uslim conspiracy theory based on ‘Eurabia' and 'dhimmitude 


with the Arab world. 

Then, in 1973, as a result of the 
oil crisis, an organisation supported 
by the EEC was created called the 
Euro-Arab Dialogue. This became 
the centrepiece of a series of 
mechanisms for the cowing of all 
European political structures to 
follow an agenda set by Muslim 
nations, especially in the Middle 
East. Powerful Europeans at the 
highest level were regularly 
corrupted, lured by bribes and 
essentially conned into doing the 
bidding of Arab nations. 


Academic or ideologue? 

It is worth bearing in mind that far 
right activists can develop ideas in 
a very scholarly-seeming manner. 
For example, Holocaust denial 
literature often presents itself as 
genuinely academic, while really it 
is simply regurgitating a mythology 
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in lengthy texts with footnotes. Is 
this the case with Ye'or too? 

For the uninitiated, Ye'or's 
writings certainly appear to 
conform to the model of academic 
texts, albeit of a more polemical 
kind. Moreover, the backs of her 
books are adorned with quotes 
from leading academics as well as 
fellow anti-Muslim ideologues. For 
example, according to the high- 
profile Niall Ferguson: 

No writer has done more than 
Bat Ye'or to draw attention to 
the menacing character of 
Islamic extremism. Future 
historians will one day regard 
her coinage of the term 
‘Eurabia’ as prophetic. Those 
who wish to live in a free 
society must be eternally 
vigilant. Bat Ye'or's vigilance is 
unrivalled. 

This quote is regularly cited 
when Ye'or appears on websites 
such as Jihadwatch, and certainly is 
used to give her ideas gravitas and 
respectability. If Ferguson took the 
time to read her work in depth, he 
might well be appalled by the 
ahistorical manner in which a 
deeply polemical viewpoint is set 
out. Or he may have done so, 
agrees with her politics, and so 
sees nothing wrong with its flawed 
methodology and dubious 
arguments. 

More sensibly, writing in Race 
and Class, Matt Carr has described 
Ye'or's analysis of recent European 
history as follows: 

To Ye'or, the Euro-Arab 
Dialogue was the deus ex 
machina by means of which 
European politicians and civil 
servants willingly prepared for 
the subjugation of Europe, and 
whose ‘occult machinery’ has 
bought about the ‘irreversible 
transformation’ of Europe into a 
‘new geographical entity — 
Europabia' ... a name she 
randomly applies to the 
conspiratorial project she 
describes without offering any 


Niall Ferguson: praised Bat Ye'or's unrivalled vigilance 


evidence that the EAD, or any 
other organisation, ever used it 


As an analysis of contemporary 
European history, this is flat out 
barking gibberish, which falls 
somewhere between hyper- 
Zionist propaganda, crude 
conspiracy theory, and delirious 
fantasy. 

Nowhere in this ideologically 
driven interpretation of 
European-Arab relations does 
Ye'or come close to proving the 
‘secret history’ that she 
professes to reveal. 


Conclusion 
Now, Matt Carr's analysis is 
essentially correct, but it does not 
mean Ye'or has not been 
influential. Indeed, adding to Carr's 
comments, it is important to stress 
that Ye'or's historical methodology 
is highly flawed, and steeped in a 
strong, deductive approach typical 
of conspiracy theories and far right 
readings of the recent past. She 
starts with unassailable set of 
conclusions, and then selects facts 
that fit them — and not always 
convincingly. 

It is likely that she appeals, then, 
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through an ideological resonance 
around the sense that Muslims are 
becoming too powerful, and so 
this theme ‘rings true’ for her 
supporters, so they go along with 
it. She began this agenda ahead of 
9/11, but only started to be picked 
up as a relevant voice in the 
2000s. Mainstream academia sees 
her as of little to no relevance, 

yet she has now become the 
darling of the Counter-Jihad 
movement. 

Finally, it is important to stress 
that Bat Ye'or's far right agenda is 
not neo-Nazism, far from it. Her 
ideas are not compatible with a 
reworking of Hitler's creed. Indeed, 
for Ye'or, the Nazis were in 
collusion with Muslims, and some 
of her passages even suggest that 
Muslims were partially culpable for 
the Holocaust. So here the Nazis 
are the bad guys. This theme is 
unsurprising given the fact that 
Ye'or is herself Jewish. This does 
not stop the ideology she presents 
manifesting many of the qualities 
of a far right perspective, especially 
the demonisation of hate figures 
and revelling in conspiracy theory 
ideas. Its just one that does not like 
Nazism and antisemitism. 


Home news 


EDL in bloody clash 
ith police in 
Birmingham 


By Sonia Gable 


HUNDREDS OF DRUNKEN English Defence League supporters 
clashed with police in Centenary Square, Birmingham, on 20 
July, in one of the fascist group's larger recent turnouts. 
Somewhat more antifascists gathered in Chamberlain Square 
to tell the EDL they were not wanted in the city. 

EDL supporters threw bricks, bottles and cobblestones at 
the police, injuring a few officers as well as some of their ) 
own side who ended up covered in blood. The bricks had ” JON"FREAY 
come from a building site that the police had failed to secure. fo * 

Tommy Robinson, the EDL leader, admitted to the BBC w KH 
that turnout was lower than expected. One reason for that 
might have been delays caused to coaches bringing EDL 
demonstrators from East Anglia after Searchlight publicised 
their pick-up points three days before the event, resulting 
in local protests. 

Before the rally, police had inexplicably told the EDL to 
gather in a Birmingham bar, where not surprisingly they 
drank themselves into a higher state of aggression. Bar Risa 
had turned down repeated police requests to host the EDL 
but were left with “no option”. 

A spokesman for the bar said: “We do not, have not and 
will never support the EDL and only hosted them because, 
after repeated requests from the police, we felt we had little 
option other than to help them manage a difficult situation. 

“We were never interested in profiting from hosting the 
EDL and promised last week to donate profits made during 
the time they were in the venue to charity." 

The bar afterwards donated the afternoon's £1,500 
profit to the Midlands Air Ambulance. 


Photos: Daphne Liddle 


Police were left to hold the line after their senior officers allowed the EDL thugs to 
get tanked up 


The EDL claims serving and former soldiers have been joining the EDL since the 
murder of Fusilier Lee Rigby. The Ministry of Defence says members of the Armed Will the MOD take action against this Sea Cadet who apparently took part in the 
Forces are allowed to attend political meetings provided uniform is not worn EDL rally in uniform? 


August-September 2013 | Searchlight | 25 


WO ee 


News and analysis 


The extreme far right and cultures 
of violence: two cases from France 


By Dr Paul Jackson 


FRENCH FAR RIGHT EXTREMISM has been in the 
news recently, following a series of state clampdowns 
on people seen to pose a serious threat to national 
security. In many ways, these are welcome steps, and 
show an unwillingness to tolerate violent extremism. 
It also serves as a reminder that the French far right 
milieu is far more complex than merely Marine Le 
Pen's Front National. 

Indeed, while the Front National has, in recent 
times, tried to develop a more publically acceptable 
profile, violent extremists have been active in 
France too. Tellingly, France's recent history here 
includes figures such as Maxime Brunerie, who in 
2002 tried to assassinate President Chirac. At the 
time, Brunerie had links with several neo-Nazi 
groupings. 

The most recent clampdown by the French 
authorities on extremist cultures has led to three 
groups that gravitate around Serge Ayoub, or 
‘Batman’, being dissolved: Revolutionary Nationalist 
Youth, Third Way, and Desire to Dream. Moreover, 
at the time of writing, the Norwegian neo-Nazi 
activist, Kristian Vikernes, has been arrested on 
suspected terrorism charges.* Yet although much of 
the initial media chatter around Vikernes and his 
arrest simplistically likened him to an Anders Breivik 
figure, as we will see, in many ways he is quite 
different. 

Furthermore, what is far more interesting is the 
way both of these developments around prominent 
characters highlights the importance of 
understanding the counter-cultural dynamics that 
underpins far right activism. Both Vikernes and 
Ayoub emerged from far right music scenes, have 
wider cultural aspirations, and see themselves as 
more than mere political activists. For both, their 
actions are part of a way of life. Vikernes certainly 
sees himself as an artist, while Ayoub styles himself 
as a cultural leader figure. Both possess a strong, 
charismatic appeal. 
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The importance of culture within extremism 
For those who want to understand the dynamics of 
far right activity, the cultural aspirations of such 
activists should not be dismissed as crazed ramblings. 
Rather, the cultural constructs — music, fiction, films, 
faiths, etc - developed by such violent extremists 
should be seen as significant aspects of the far right's 
‘communities of support’ that give depth, gravitas 
and meaning to extremist views. 

Exploring such counter-cultures is vital to 
establishing how the far right's alternate worlds, and 
clandestine environments, work. These cultural 
spaces are usually places where different rules and 
senses of morality apply, and in some cases such 
extreme cultural ‘communities of support’ feed into 
violence itself. Indeed, Vikernes and Ayoub both fall 
into this category. 

Of course, the role of The Turner Diaries, William 
Pierce's racist and antisemitic novel about a race war 
in the USA, is a classic example of a piece of culture 
leading to violence. But many other forms of far right 
material help to normalise counter-cultural 
environments where violence starts to become 
desirable. To understand extremism and to be able to 
engage with its ideologies, then, such cultural 
endeavours need to be taken seriously, and their 
roles within the milieu understood. 


Kristian Vikernes and neo-Nazi paganism 

For those who are aware of Vikernes's history, 
highlighting connections between a clandestine 
counter-culture and violent extremism is certainly not 
new. In the early 1990s, Vikernes developed a profile 
on the Norwegian black metal scene via his outfit 
Burzum. Telling of the eclectic range of influences he 
drew on, at this time Vikernes called himself ‘Count 
Grishnackh’, the name of one of the evil orcs in 
Tolkien's Lord of the Rings. The name ‘Burzum’ was 
also derived from Tolkien's mythology, the term 
meaning ‘darkness’ in the fictional Black Speech 


Kristian 'Varg' Vikernes, Black Metal musician and murderer 


language that Tolkien invented for his fantasy world. 

Vikernes developed further notoriety after he 
burned down several churches, some of great 
architectural significance, before killing Eponymous 
(aka @ystein Aarseth), the guitarist of the band 
Mayhem. In 1994, he was convicted of burning 
down three churches and the murder of Aarseth. He 
was eventually released in 2009 and at this point 
moved from Norway to France and settled down 
with his wife and children. 


Artistic endeavours 
While in prison and afterwards, Vikernes continued 
his artistic projects, including releasing several albums 
of ambient music under the Burzum name. He also 
developed his National Socialist ideology, coming to 
the conclusion that he was the spiritual successor to 
Vidkun Quisling, Norway's Nazi-sympathising 
puppet-dictator from the Second World War. He also 
wrote a book, Vargsma/, and contributed essays on 
Odinism, Norse magic and other esoteric topics 
gravitating around paganism to a variety of 
underground, neo-Nazi publications. 

Indeed, it is this interest in pagan religion, and 


support for neo-Nazism, that most clearly sets him 
apart from Anders Breivik. Pace reports that Breivik 
sent him 2083: A European Declaration of 
Independence hours before his attacks, as Vikernes 
states on his official website, Burzum.org, he does 
not identify with Breivik. Rather, Vikernes stressed 
that Breivik was a defender of a Christian Europe, a 
cause that was entirely at odds with his own call for a 
return to a pre-Christian, pagan Europe. 

Moreover, true to his neo-Nazi sensibilities, Vikernes 
went on to link Breivik to a hidden Jewish conspiracy 
in phrases such as: ‘the Utoya Freemason Zionist and 
murderer of (amongst others) dozens of Norwegian 
teenage girls’; before explaining exactly why Breivik's 
support for Christianity was a problem for him: 


Christianity is partly based on Judaism, an Asian 
religion, and it is foreign to us. This is a fact that 
cannot be disputed, whether you like it or not. 
Christianity is the cause of all our problems, 
because the Christians (with their ‘holy’ bible) 
allow the Jews (their ‘chosen people’) to enter 
through our back doors and spread their foul 
Hebrew poison into our minds and wells. 
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Anders Breivik's purported support for a Christian Europe was a problem for church 
arsonist Vikernes 


‘Thulean Perspective’ 

Meanwhile, on another of his websites, Thulean 
Perspective, Vikernes sets out many of his core 
beliefs in punchy English-language blog postings. 
Tellingly, the name of this website is itself an allusion 
to the Thule Society, a German mystical order that 
sponsored the forerunner to the Nazi party, the 
German Workers Party. The Thule Society included 
members who went on to become key Nazis, such as 
Hans Frank and Rudolf Hess. 

Moreover, it is important to recognise that a 
common feature of fascist ideologies is an evocation 
of the modern world falling into a sense of decay so 
total that the only solution is revolutionary violence. 
True to form, we find this expressed regularly on the 
Thulean Perspective website, epitomised with quotes 
such as: 

The world is in turmoil, and like a bucket slowly 
being emptied of clean water, our divine Europe is 
being slowly poured down into a filthy sewer, 
where the rest of « mankind » dwell. This is 
chaos, confusion rules supreme, and in reality this 
is war! Yet, we know not what is happening; our 
men and women, our boys and girls, are given the 
« bread and circus » they need to stay in blissful 
ignorance ... 

Meanwhile, another post links his pagan faith to 
justification for unleashing violent fury onto the 
modern world. This reads as follows: 

We need not a nice little candle to light up our 
living rooms, but a wild, raging, flaming fire to 
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burn all that stands in our way as we march 
forwards for the future of our Europe — and fury 
will fuel the fire the most! 

Warming to this theme, he then stresses the role of 

his god Odin: 

Odinn means fury! Odinn; that same old god we 
know so well from the so-called ‘Viking Age’, 
when our forebears too understood that they 
needed all the fury they could muster, to fight for 
and defend the European Europe! Fury! Before 
and above everything else; FURY! 


The link between culture and violence 

For Vikernes, then, true Europeans need to look back 
to a pre-Christian past to find an authentic version of 
identity, and discover an inner sense of rage in the 
process too. Therefore, far right figures that steep 
themselves in Christian themes, such as Breivik and 
his Knights Templar fantasy, are incompatible with 
such hardcore paganism. 

Vikernes promotes the recapturing of such a pre- 
Christian history via his artwork, which since his 
release in 2009 also includes a homemade film, 
Forebears. He made this with his wife, Marie Cachet. 
The film is available for purchase on DVD, and an 
accompanying booklet, available online at 
ancestralcult.com, sets out the importance of the sun 
god Ra, among others, to the film. For the curious, 
the YouTube trailer for the film reveals much of the 
aesthetic too: here we see a lot of ancient-looking 
rocks in caves, combined with acted scenes 
romanticising the basic life of a pre-historic family, all 
set to his music. 

So while Vikernes is being investigated for 
possessing a set of weapons, we should understand 
that there is a rich and complex ideology 
underpinning the worldview that sees such an 
arsenal as necessary. Vikernes views himself as a 
complex artist, one living at a time hostile to his 
vision of what an authentic existence should be like. 
While using media such as film and music he tries to 
allow his followers to enter into this mystical, 
alternate world. Yet as we can also see form his 
biography, he is also a man capable of destroying 
some of Norway's major historical architecture, and 
even carrying out murder. 

Moreover, from all of this we can see the 
ideological connection between destroying Christian 
churches in the 1990s, and more recently making 


Vikernes sees himself as the spiritual successor to Nazi collaborator Vidkun Quisling 


films about pre-Christian, pagan life. They are clearly 
all part of the same overall vision that can be 
expressed through culture, or through violence. 


Batskin: a street fighting man 

Moving on to Serge Ayoub, here we find another 
character that entered the far right world via its 
cultural scene. Again, he began his activities in far 
right culture through an interest in the ultra- 
nationalist skinhead music scene that developed in 
France during the 1980s. Tellingly, Ayoub acquired 
the nickname Batskin as it was a name that 
romanticised violent attacks with baseball bats. 
This idealisation of violence can be found more 
recently in his own 2009 film Sur les pavés (On the 
Streets). 

From the 1980s to the mid 1990s, Ayoub was 
connected to a number of developments that blurred 
far right culture and violence. As with Vikernes, the 
former conferred meaning onto the latter. In 1987, 
he set up an earlier incarnation of one of the 
groupings that have now been banned, 
Revolutionary Nationalist Youth. Then, in the early 
1990s, he set up a pair of short-lived shops in Paris, 
selling neo-Nazi and skinhead fanzines and other 
memorabilia. The first of these, Dark Side, was petrol 
bombed in 1993, and so he reopened it in another 
location as Dark Lord - though this was closed down 
by the state in 1994. 


Ayoub remained a charismatic personality within 
France's more extreme far right milieu, and so, after 
a period abroad from the later 1990s to the early 
2000s, he returned to the French scene. His newer 
interventions included setting up a club and bar, 
called the Société des Egaux (Society of Equals), and 
Le Local (The Local) respectively. The venue has 
served as a meeting ground for a variety of far right 
ideologues in France, while gaining a local reputation 
for scuffles and late night violence. 

In 2010, Ayoub set up a new movement, Third 
Way, which he claimed attracted a support base in 
the low thousands. However, Le Figero suggests a 
much smaller following of around 30 members, 
most in their forties, who dress in black uniforms. 
His Revolutionary Nationalist Youth, meanwhile, 
has morphed into the security unit for this 
grouping and others created by Ayoub at 
demonstrations. 

In this newer role, Ayoub styles himself once more 
as a leading figure of extremist, cultural forms of far 
right activity. Le Local plays host to bands, and puts 
on lectures and debates. The relationship between 


Serge 'Batskin' Ayoub: idealises violence 
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Clement Meric, killed by far-right street activists 


Ayoub and the Front National, though distinct, 
remains fuzzy. For example, while publically the FN 
tries to distance itself from Ayoub, for fear of being 
tarred by his openly violent profile, they have 
campaigned around the same themes. Moreover, 
there are various rumours of Marine Le Pen and 
Ayoub meeting — though what has ever been 
discussed and agreed between them is less clear. 
Finally, Le Pen has attended an evening event at Le 
Local in 2008. 


The death of Clement Meric 

The final straw that led to the ban on the three 
small, radical groups connected to Ayoub and 
linked to street activism — Revolutionary Nationalist 
Youth, Third Way, and the Desire to Dream — 

came following more political violence. The death 
of the left-leaning activist Clement Meric, in an 
unplanned brawl that developed between groups 
of fascists and anti-fascists, consolidated Ayoub's 
connection to far right violent extremism in the eyes 
of the state. 

Meric, an eighteen-year-old student, was beaten 
severely, including with a knuckle-duster, by far right 
street activists. Tensions between various groups of 
activists have risen in the wake of the recent 
legislation legalising gay marriage in France. While 
Ayoub has been questioned as part of the tragedy, 
he has not been charged, nor is he a suspect for the 
murder. 

Ayoub now claims to have shut down 
Revolutionary Nationalist Youth, Third Way, and the 
Desire to Dream himself, ahead of the state's 
clampdown. But this development clearly signifies 
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that the French government is currently taking a 
tough line on far right extremism and the cultures 
that support such street violence. A French 
government spokesperson highlighted that 
Revolutionary Nationalist Youth, Third Way, and the 
Desire to Dream represented ‘private militias’ and 
their activities ‘provoked discrimination, hate and 
violence’. 

Similarly, the French Prime Minister Jean-Marc 
Ayrault has set out his support for a tough line on far 
right violent extremism. His website stated: ‘There is 
and will be no complacency when it comes to 
dealing with all groups intent on violence and hatred 
of others.’ 


Conclusion 

What do these two cases tell us? Clearly, there are 
similarities and differences between Kristian Vikernes 
and Serge Ayoub. While the former, a pagan 
musician, the latter a punchy street-fighter, may 
differ on a 

number of points regarding ideology and activism, 
both show the links between far right violence and 
an extremist culture. 

Pagan faith evokes a sense of spiritual significance 
for Vikernes, and this has already underpinned 
several extreme violent acts. Ayoub has developed a 
number of groupings around him, and activists who 
have attended Le Local include figures connected to 
the more populist end of French far right politics, as 
well as figures interested in intellectual currents such 
as the New Right. 

What these developments in France also tell us 
is the value of state clampdowns, which can send 
out a strong message, especially when the 
authorities have recently been confronted with the 
death of an anti-fascist activist at the hands of the 
far right. We remain to see how serious a threat 
Vikernes actually posed, though it seems unlikely 
that he was quite on the cusp of a Breivik-style killing 
spree. Nevertheless, by acting early, French 
authorities have underscored the importance of 
closely monitoring such potentially dangerous 
activists. 


* Kristian ‘Varg' Vikernes was arrested on 16 July 
2013 on suspicion of ‘preparing a major terrorist act’ 
and released without charge two days later. 


GERMANY 


Lessons learned? 


By Anton Shekhovtsov 


IN THE MIDDLE OF JULY, a Kazakhstan-born father-of-two 
was killed presumably by a Thuringian neo-Nazi during the 
Bavarian Folk Festival in Southern Germany. On the same 
night, in Thuringia, two drunken Bundeswehr soldiers 
attacked a refugee home with fireworks, apparently 
attempting to burn it down. When the residents tried to stop 
them, the soldiers responded with racist abuse and repeatedly 
showed them the Hitler salute. 

The culprits in both cases were arrested. Thuringian Falk H, 
36, has been accused of murder, and the soldiers, aged 23 
and 25, are facing charges of incitement and criminal 
damage. This time, the police did their job well, but what 
about German society in general? 

In June this year, German Interior Minister Hans-Peter 
Friedrich reported that racist attacks increased in 2012 despite 
falling support for the extreme right. “There is a slight 
decrease in the number of members of the extreme right 
movement but the number of people ready to use violence is 
very striking, at 43 per cent," Friedrich said. Around 800 
racially motivated violent crimes were recorded in 2012, in 
the first increase in four years, according to official statistics 
released in June. 

The attack on the refugee home by two Bundeswehr 
soldiers is frightening but hardly surprising. Stefan Hansen, 
managing director of the Institute for Security Policy at Kiel 
University, argues that any military force of a democratic state 
is always a “mirror of society”. 

“We've noticed that the military is very attractive for young 
men between 18 and 25," says Ulrich Birkenheier, head of 


Hans-Peter Friedrich: “The number of people ready to use violence is striking” 


the Military Counterintelligence Service (MAD). “Handling 
weapons is very interesting to some." According to 
Birkenheier, around 400 cases of extremism were investigated 
by the MAD in 2012, 300 of which had a right-wing and 50 
an Islamist background. However, 300 attacks does not 
necessarily translate into that number of right-wing 
extremists serving in the Bundeswehr: some cases proved 
unfounded, while others involved repeat offenders. The MAD 
uncovered 40 extremists, but it is not clear how many of 
them were right-wing. 

Extremist soldiers can only be dismissed in Germany if a 
court finds they have been actively perpetrating extremist 
ideas, and Birkenheier argues authorities often fail to collect 
enough evidence for a successful conviction. The MAD's 
revelations about extremists in the military are expected to 
put pressure on politicians to give permission to investigate 
potential recruits: at the moment, the MAD is not allowed to 
track army applicants, only those already employed, and only 
then if the authority has had tip-offs from other soldiers or 
army staff about suspicious views or behaviour. Rainer 
Arnold, the Social Democrats’ defence policy spokesman, 
insists, however, that there is no need for the MAD's rights to 
be extended. In his view, investigating civilians should remain 
the concern of the Federal Office for the Protection of the 
Constitution, the domestic intelligence agency. 

Yet the efficiency of the Federal Office's work was 
challenged in summer last year, resulting in the resignation of 
its president Heinz Fromm. It emerged that on 12 November 
2011 — only five days after the arrest of Beate Zschape, the 
only surviving member of the National Socialist Underground 
(NSU) — Federal Office employees destroyed files related to 
the NSU case. The files included the documents on Operation 
Rennsteig which was intended to recruit, in 1996-2003, 
informers from an extreme-right umbrella organisation called 
Thiringer Heimatschutz (Thuringia Homeland Security), the 
rallies and weekly meetings of which were attended by the 
three NSU members. 

The MAD too was involved in the NSU scandal and 
became the target of criticism in autumn 2012. It was 
revealed that the MAD had created, in 1995, an extensive file 
on Uwe Mundlos, who would later become a member of the 
NSU, after he attracted attention to himself with his right- 
wing extremist views during his military service. The 
investigative committee of the German parliament which was 
looking into the NSU affair was “shocked" and “deeply 
angered” that the MAD withheld important documents on 
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Under the presidency of Heinz Fromm, the Federal Office for the Protection of the 
Constitution shredded invaluable documents related to the National Socialist 
Underground case 


Mundlos for several months. 

Given the failure of the German police and intelligence 
agencies to detect the true origins of the NSU's seven-year 
terror wave, it seems only natural that the authorities now try 
to improve their efficiency in tackling right-wing extremism. 
The positive developments include the joint raid by about 50 
police officers in three countries that uncovered a cell of six 


members of an extreme-right group called Werwolf-Kommando. 


In a statement, Germany's Federal Prosecutor Marcus 
Kohler said: “On 17 July 2013, on the basis of the decisions 
of the investigating judge of the Federal Court (25 April 
2013), a search was made in the homes and business 
premises of four alleged offenders in northern Germany, the 
Netherlands and Switzerland. Moreover, the jail cells of two 
other alleged offenders were searched in Switzerland. 


Sebastien Nussbaumer 
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“The accused are suspected of having founded a right- 
wing extremist ‘Werwolf-Kommando’. The group's apparent 
objective was to eradicate the political system of the Federal 
Republic of Germany. We suspect that, to this end, they 
wanted to use terrorist violence. In order to communicate in a 
covert manner, they must have already developed an 
electronic encryption programme. The investigation has not 
revealed actual evidence of concrete preparations.” 

Police confiscated computers, memory cards and 
documents, but the Federal Prosecutor stated that no arrests 
were made. The Dutch police said they made one arrest. If 
so, that must be Jeroen B. from Rotterdam. 

One of the suspects is a Swiss national named Sebastien 
Nussbaumer, now in prison, who is known for having a 
swastika, black sun and Hitler tattoos on his chest. Two of the 
German suspects, Denny Reitzenstein and Heiko Wo6hler, 
allegedly communicated with Nussbaumer through the so- 
called Weisse Wolfe Terrorcrew (White Wolves Terror Crew — 
WWT), a fan club of the German White Power band Weisse 
W6lfe. Nussbaumer was involved in several attacks and 
robberies and in 2012 was sentenced to 39 months in prison 
for 44 offences, including racist abuse, threats, violence and 
attacks on officials. Nussbaumer founded the WWT together 
with a Swiss neo-Nazi named Jonas Schneeberger, who is also 
the leader of the Legion Werewolf group. The WWT is 
known for supporting a neo-Nazi group called Die 
Unsterblichen (The Immortals), which staged illegal 
demonstrations on which its members wore masks and 
carried torches. 

Denny Reitzenstein, who has a military training 
background, is said to have been active in the neo-Nazi scene 
since 2007. Heiko Wohler has been active since 2005 and 
was running the Germania-Shop mail-order business in 2007- 
09. Both Reitzenstein and Wohler are known for various acts 


of violence. Searches in Switzerland were also made in 


Denny Reitzenstein 


Roberto K's prison cell and Robert Scheidecker's home. 
Anetta Kahane, head of the Amadeu Antonio Foundation, 
which among other things funds structures of support for 
victims of racist violence, said she was not surprised at the 
discovery of another group. “It is clear that the NSU is not 


The logo of Weisse Wolfe 


Masked nationalists have attacked a geological survey project 
camp in the Voronezh region in protest at the extraction of 
nickel from the Elansky nickel and copper deposit. On 22 
June about a thousand people led by nationalists and 
Cossacks broke into the encampment and set fire to drill rigs 
and buildings. It is unclear quite who the organisers and 
participants were but they are thought to have arrived by bus 
from nearby cities including Volgograd, Rostov-on-Don, 
Samara and Krasnodar, in addition to Voronezh. 

Nationalists are increasingly employing violence against 
LGBT rights rallies and other actions, even those protected by 
the police. On 25 June more than 30 nationalists blocked the 
entrance to a court building where a hearing on whether to 
declare the LGBT rights organisation Vykhod (Exit - coming 
out) a “foreign agent” was under way. Nobody involved in 
the defence was able to enter the court, so nationalists 
directly prevented the administration of justice. 

Raids on migrant workers’ residences are also becoming 
more and more popular among radical right-wing factions. 
Since this spring one of the most active groups in this area 


the only far right group capable of violence. They are 
organised, they have no problem getting weapons and they 
are a permanent danger,” she said. “To root them out, there 
still needs to be a change in culture in the German 
establishment, and real determination,” she concluded. 


Die Unsterblichen: a new image of German neo-Nazis 


Nationalists attack geological survey 


By Natasha Yudina of the Sova Centre 


has been Shield of Moscow, headed by the FC Lokomotiv 
hooligan Alexey Khudyakov, who is also closely affiliated with 
the Young Russia movement. On 28 June Shield of Moscow 
activists broke into a dormitory on Fabritsius Street in 
Moscow, leading to a clash with Central Asian residents, who 
were threatened with weapons. 

On 27 July, St Petersburg nationalists affiliated with the 
Slavic Force of Dmitri “Rabid” Yevtushenko conducted raids 
on shops in the north of the city. Nikolai Bondarik of the 
Russian Party is also known to have participated, among 
about 30 others. Fruit stands were wrecked, a fruit storage 
building was evacuated and police arrested three migrants for 
insulting members of the raiding party. In the area where the 
raid took place, a fruit seller from the Caucasus was shot to 
death. Despite police and riot squads at the scene, no 
participants in the raid were arrested. Similar incidents 
followed in Moscow, where at the Matveyevskoe Market 
police broke the skull of a suspected rapist. The raids in 
Moscow were carried out under the guise of a bid to 
“decriminalise” such markets. 
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Reaction to black 
minister shows society's 
underlying racism 


By Alfio Bernabei 


RACIST INSULTS: explicit, implicit; expressed in Nazi 
language by plain thugs or conveyed in “unfortunate”, 
unguarded remarks by people in a position of authority. 
Leaving aside the form and focusing on the 
consequences, is a racist insult more dangerous to the 
social fabric if uttered by a neo-Nazi with an audience of 
a few hundred or when detected in the remarks of a 
government official or the representative of a major 
institution in front of a television audience of millions? 
These questions have resonance in the light of recent 
events in Italy. 

Racist insults have been raining almost daily on the 
country's first black government minister since she was 
sworn in at the end of April. Congolese-born Cécile 
Kyenge was chosen to head the Ministry of Integration by 
the new Prime Minister Enrico Letta, who formed a grand 
coalition of centre-left and centre-right parties, including 


Cécile Kyenge, Italy's first black government minister 
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Silvio Berlusconi's People of Liberty (PdL) still tied up with 
the Northern League. 

Before dealing with the predictable neo-Nazi aggressive 
reactions from the likes of Forza Nuova and similar 
groups, it is worth looking at the unfortunate incident 
during the swearing-in ceremony that demonstrates how 
unguarded expressions, not intended as racist, can give a 
measure of the socially widespread cultural 
unpreparedness in treating all races in the same way, thus 
revealing indirectly the dormant high level of racial 
prejudice in a society. 

It was on 28 April that the new ministers were 
summoned to the Presidential Palace in Rome for a 
ceremony broadcast live to the nation and choreographed 
to have the kind of stamp of authority before the Head of 
State comparable to the State Opening of Parliament in 
Britain. Seated at an intimidating distance reminiscent of 
the fascist deference imposed on lackeys, the 21 ministers 
were called one at a time, crossing the vast hall to swear 
on the Constitution and sign the Government's Register. 

The official charged with calling their names was the 
Secretary General of the Presidency. He had had a full 48 
hours to learn who was who. He called 20 of them 
impeccably, but when it came to Cécile Kyenge, he 
managed to single her out as a foreigner, if not an 
intruder. “This (woman) here ..." he said, “how shall (her 
name) be read?" He then mispronounced her name three 
times, finally failing to call her correctly to the end. 
Millions watching the ceremony live or in subsequent clips 
online most must have felt acute embarrassment, but the 
government official's ineptitude that so successfully 
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"Immigration kills": fascist Forza Nuova poster calling for Cécile Kyenge to resign 


conveyed the distancing of the “foreigner” was music to 
the ears of the racists and xenophobes outraged at seeing 
a black person entering the Cabinet. 

The treatment of Kyenge as a kind of usurper, an 
aberration, continues unabated, not only from neo-Nazi 
movements but from members of parties such as the 
Northern League. The notorious Mario Borghezio, a 
Northern League MEP whose attacks on immigrants led 
him in the past to be put on trial, made some unprintable 
remarks. One that suggested she had prostituted herself 
to obtain the job led to his expulsion from the Europe of 
Freedom and Democracy (EFD) group in the European 
Parliament. A Northern League Senator who compared 
Kyenge to an orang-utan, prompting condemnation from 
the United Nations High Commission for Human Rights, 
was somewhat absolved by the League's President and 
former Minister Roberto Maroni, who implied that 
criticism of that sort was of little importance as it came 
from “the usual suspects”. 

As for the neo-Nazis, they proceed with their own 
insults with apparent impunity. Members of the Partito 
Nazionalista e Socialista dei Lavoratori, a name that 
translates into Italian the German National Socialist 
Workers’ Party, harking back to the origins of Nazism, call 
Kyenge “Congolese monkey", “Zulu”, “smelly minister” 
and so on. This group, by the way, was set up in 2002 
and has gained enough strength to put up candidates at 
local elections in a couple of towns in Northern Italy, 
Varese in particular, where only last month Mussolini was 
reconfirmed as an “honorary citizen”. It recently plastered 
on walls a poster carrying the slogan “L'Europa é Bianca" 


(Europe is White). Forza Nuova on its part issued similar 
posters calling on Kyenge to resign with the caption 
“Immigration kills” and on her visit to Pescara, central 
Italy, she was greeted with the same message from 
posters hanging from a noose attached to lamp posts. 

To return from such quarters to places of authority may 
seem a long way, but the question must be asked if 
somewhere between the relatively circumscribed and 
instantly recognisable racist remarks by Nazi groups with 
a small audience and the prejudicial remarks uttered by 
high profile public figures whose opinions reach millions 
there is a common cause for concern. 

Two months ago Italy's most famous judge, Ilda 
Bocassini, summed up a case that involved a young 
woman originating from Morocco suspected of 
prostitution. In painting a profile of the young woman, 
she described her as coming from “outside Europe" and 
embodying the “shrewdness typical of her oriental 
origins", which may be taken to mean that her lying and 
dissembling was in her ethnic origins, in her blood. Had 
the judge described a French woman or an American or a 
Jewish woman in the same way, her name would 
probably have been struck off the register, but because 
the accused was from North Africa, the judge received no 
reprimands from party leaders or public authority figures. 
She quite simply got away scot free. Again, there is no 
link whatsoever between the Nazis’ vociferous attacks 
against Kyenge and the judge's remarks about the 
Moroccan woman, and yet, perhaps, both help shed light 
on the state of the country vis-a-vis racism. 


Forza Nuova poster: "Immigration a noose for the people" 
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The militia today is not 
the same as yesterday 
But it is still armed and dangerous 


By Leonard Zeskind 


MURDEROUS MILITIA plots in Minnesota, Georgia and 
Pennsylvania prove that the American militia endures as a 
form of organisation focused on acquiring and using 
massive amounts of weapons. But in the second decade of 
the 21st century, these groups differ in some significant 
aspects from their forerunners in the 1990s. A fast survey of 
recent developments shows that the urge for murder and 
mayhem persists, but the motivating ideas have changed. 
Consider Montevideo, Minnesota, a small town located 
near the border of South Dakota, where a recently 
uncovered militia plot included plans to bomb the police 
station, the National Guard Armory and a communications 
tower. Among the pistols, shotguns, semi-automatic and 
sniper rifles police allegedly found were two black powder 
bombs stuffed with anti-personnel nails — similar to the 
type of bombs used by the ethnic Chechen brothers at the 
Boston Marathon in April. According to the government 
witness in this case, the alleged militia members cheered 
the Boston bombing at the time it occurred. In this 
instance the plotters supposedly expressed little in the way 
of political ideas other than a hatred for the president and 


Private Christopher Salmon and Pfc Michael Burnett, two of the soldiers in the FEAR case 
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a desire to “return” to the “cowboy days” when everyone 
carried a gun. This case has not yet gone to trial. 

In Georgia, the first stage of a drawn out militia drama 
concluded on 19 July, when an infantry private from Ft 
Stewart, Isaac Aguigui, pled guilty to multiple charges, 
including the murder of his wife Deirdre and their unborn 
son. By pleading guilty, Aguigui, a native of Guam, 
escaped the death penalty. Next up: two of Aguigui’s 
comrades in this Forever Enduring Always Ready (FEAR) 
militia plot, Sgt Anthony Peden and Private Christopher 
Salmon, will be tried for the murder of former soldier 
Michael Roark and his girlfriend Tiffany York. Roark and 
York were supposedly killed because they knew of some 
of the militia group's plans. 

According to the prosecution's lead witness in the FEAR 
case, Private First Class Michael Burnett, after Isaac 
Aguigui received $500,000 insurance money on his wife's 
death, he used $87,000 of it to buy assault rifles and 
bomb materials. The alleged plot included plans to bomb a 
park in Savannah, Georgia, poison apple orchards in 
Washington state and ultimately overthrow the 
government and kill President Obama. A total of 11 
members of this militia group had been arrested as 
Searchlight went to press, charged in the murder of three 
people and with theft and gang activity. 

In the tiny Borough of Gilberton, deep in the heart of 
Pennsylvania's coal country, the police chief, Mark Kessler, 
runs a militia group he calls the Constitutional Security 
Force. It has about 15 visible members. Kessler made 
himself infamous by posting two videos on the internet. In 
both, he issues a string of f***-word vulgarities directed 
at the viewer and Democratic Party political figures. And 
then he fires off a string of weapons. Kessler is also on the 
school board, but other than a string of profanities and 
automatic weapons fire, he is fairly articulate. 

It should be noted that in Kessler's second video, both the 
fully automatic pistol and the fully automatic rifle appear to 
be Class Ill weapons, requiring the owner to have special 


permits and licences. He may be faking the “crazy” act and 
shooting these weapons in a controlled fashion. But in the 
video the sheriff appears to be slightly more off-kilter than a 
manic Bruce Willis character in an American shoot-em-up 
movie. If the maniac act is the real thing, however, then this 
man should not have a Class IIl weapons permit. 

Either way, the ideological outlook of this Pennsylvania 
militia group appears to be little more than a string of 
curses and thin support for the Constitutional rights 
enumerated by the “Founding Fathers". 


Militia change with time 

Armed bodies of white men, acting on their own initiative 
and by their own rules, have a long history in the United 
States — beginning with the slave patrols meant to hunt 
down runaways, and bands of settlers who did battle with 
Native Americans. After the Civil War, the Ku Klux Klan 
emerged to restore white supremacy via a murderous 
campaign against the Freedmen and women, and against 
voting rights. Similarly, the Klan in the 1920s and 1960s 
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were bands of armed men intent on defending white 
supremacy and the status quo. 

When the militia movement emerged in the 1990s, it 
regarded the status quo with contempt. These militias 
based their movement on an old states’ rights view of 
citizenship. Many explicitly rejected the Fourteenth 
Amendment passed after the Civil War, which had 
nationalised citizenship. Others implicitly rejected it by 
embracing a form of state citizenship at odds with the 
Fourteenth Amendment. And one and all saw themselves 
in a state of war with government - state and federal — 
which enforced civil rights laws and participated in global 
economic and political structures. Many of them took up 
weapons to fight law enforcement authorities. A number 
of individuals, the names of Timothy McVeigh in 
Oklahoma City and Eric Rudolph in Atlanta and 
Birmingham come to mind, aimed their bullets and bombs 
at non-combatants. Manifestos, organisational 
memberships and a thousand threads connected this 
movement in the 1990s directly to the white supremacists. 

By contrast, the groups in Minnesota, Georgia, and 
Pennsylvania all focused more on guns than anything else, 
and in each instance their actual politics remain 
inarticulate, and as in the Pennsylvania case, little more 
than a string of curses. 


Kerodin's Three’ pers 

Not so with a 21st century “militia” group associated with 
Christian Kerodin, where a clearly articulated politics and 
personal relationships indicate an even further distance 
from the Aryanism of the 1990s. Kerodin and friends 
dabbled in the Tea Party before setting out to create a 
particular version of something he calls the III Militia. “If 
the Ill represents the Patriots who are willing and able to 
take the field in a ruckus," Kerodin wrote, “it is the Tea 
Party who represents the larger population of Patriots who 
support Restoration, but are unwilling or unable to put 
their butts on the line and face enemy fire." 

With this militant vision of future armed combat in mind, 
please consider that one of the core members of Kerodin's 
group is a small-time entrepreneur with a federal licence to 
manufacture weapons and sell them. He has already started 
making M-16s, a civilian knock-off of the military weapon 
used by American soldiers since the Vietnam War. 

Further, Kerodin's outfit has bought 20 acres in northern 
Idaho, not far from the site of the former Aryan Nations 
compound. Kerodin's team claims to be aiming at creating 
a walled city, the Citadel, fuelled economically mainly by 
a weapons manufacturing plant and the agricultural 
economy outside the walls and the various service and 
small business that would exist inside the walls. The walls 
would supposedly protect the city's inhabitants from the 
chaos and decay they believe surely awaits the rest of the 
United States. In this fashion, Kerodin draws potential 
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support from the preparedness and survivalist fever that 
still burns bright inside the guns and stored food crowds 
of the United States. 

The governing philosophy of this walled city would 
supposedly follow the notions of liberty articulated by 
Thomas Jefferson, one of the infamous Founding Fathers 
who believed every man should be free and equal except 
the slaves that they personally owned. Kerodin's 
Jeffersonian ideal boils down to a “live and let live” form 
of primitive free market economy. 

Kerodin rejects the incoherent racism and white 
supremacist ideology that inhabits so much of the 
movement that surrounds him, however. And his principal 
partner-in-arms is his wife Holly, an obviously black 
woman who writes many of the III Militia's manifestos 
and keeps the accounting books on its many corporate 
fronts. When pressed by Christian nationalists on the 


religious doctrine of his Citadel, Kerodin specifically 
rejected a call for Christian dominion and essentially 
claimed to believe in an ACLU-type of free speech 
doctrine, where every person has a right to his own ideas. 

Christian Kerodin was born as Christian Hyman in the 
Maryland suburbs of Washington DC. His first 
experiences of close quarters combat were in a traditional 
Aiki dojo in the county's capital city, not in Vietnam or 
Iraq. And he can't own or be near a gun of any kind, lest 
he violate his condition as a convicted felon — convicted 
for fraud and scamming, not bank robbery or murder. 

The Citadel is potentially dangerous because of its 
weapons manufacturing and the gun nuts it will attract. 
But it is a far cry from the Aryan Nations or white 
supremacist militias of the 1990s. If anything, it proves 
how far and wide this form of resistance to the status 
quo has spread in the 21st century. 


Immigration reform stalls after Tea Partiers pressure Congress 


By Leonard Zeskind 


A LETTER INITIATED by the Tea Party Patriots and signed 
by the leaders of 77 Tea Party groups and more than 
15,600 individuals is circulating in the House of 
Representatives. It calls for an end to efforts to pass 
comprehensive immigration reform and urges the House 
to not negotiate any such legislation with the Senate. 
Outside the halls of Congress, a so-called March for 
Jobs rally in Washington, DC on 15 July was not what it 
seemed. "Jobs" are much needed in the USA's still 
unemployed economy, but this event actually served as a 
cover for amassing anti-immigrant sentiment. While the 
speakers’ list included many names from the conservative 
Black Leaders Alliance - a number of whom have 
identified themselves with the Tea Party movement — the 


Tea Party activists protest on the Capitol lawn in Washington 
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1,000 persons attending the rally were overwhelmingly 
white. Indeed, Tea Partiers from various factions were 
apparently the dominant force in the rank and file. And 
besides the half-dozen Black Alliance speakers, the main 
persons of note on the podium were Republican 
politicians long associated with the anti-immigrant cause. 

Opinion polls show that more than 70% of Americans 
want comprehensive immigration reform, including a 
pathway for citizenship for the eleven million 
undocumented immigrants now living and working in the 
shadows. After the 2012 elections, when Latino voters 
notably contributed to President Obama's election, there 
was much talk among liberal pundits about how 
Republicans were going to have to moderate their views 
on immigration. Indeed, several Senate Republicans 
joined Democrats to pass a measure heralded as 
“comprehensive immigration reform” this spring. (Many 
immigrant rights advocates chafed at the fact that this 
legislation militarises the border.) 

The Republican-controlled House of Representatives, 
however, has stalled comprehensive immigration reform 
legislation. They may have stopped it. Their districts are 
overwhelmingly white and conservative, and they have 
effectively doubled-down on the conservative white- 
flight vote. These congressmen do not need prodding 
from a “jobs” rally to convince them to oppose 
comprehensive immigration reform and a pathway to 
citizenship. And their more moderate Republican 
colleagues are unlikely to convince them otherwise. 
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